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PREFACE . 


HATEAUBRIAND says that virginity and 
maternity are the two most divine states of 
woman; and of these two states St. Paul settles 
the question as to which is the most sublime. 
Maternity is her natural crown; virginity, her 
supernatural crown. In her love for husband and 
children, woman finds the full scope of her nat- 
ural endowments; but in virginity her soul finds 
its complete triumph and, by the substitution of 
divine love for human love, she finds the charm, 
the peace and the truth of innocence. By a 
marvel of divine power, God has combined in the 
person of the Immaculate Mother all that is 
sweetest and loveliest in both states. She is right- 
fully the ideal of every Catholic woman. 

In the present volume, Sister Marie Paula, who 
has taught and guided so many young women in 
the lecture halls of the College of Mount St. Vin- 
cent, discusses with her readers this captivating 
ideal. The book is not cast into dialogue; but as 
you read, you naturally set the stage for yourself. 
It is as if Sister Paula had introduced the subject 
*God’s Mother and Ours,” and the chapters were 
the response to her readers’ “Tell us more about 
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her.” With a fascinating simplicity, the author 
takes you through the events of Our Lady’s life, 
stopping on the way to point out to her sister 
Religious the charming manner in which an ideal 
soul meets the problems of life or conducts herself 
through life’s storms and sunshine. She shows, 
too, how they may bring this manner and this 
conduct into their own lives and into the lives of 
- those who come to them for counsel. 

But the book is no mere guide through the 
broad avenues and the narrow by-paths of virtue; 
it unfolds a life that was charming beyond all 
others because it was full of grace, and it whets 
one’s desire to live a life like that life. There are 
delightful hours in the book for every client of 
Mary; there is a wide mission for it in an age 
that is rapidly losing its Christian ideals of 
womanhood; and there is an especially important 
role for it in the hands of Religious who, not con- 
‘tent with seeking their own perfection, labor as 
well to draw closer to God the wife and mother 
and the happy maiden whose innocent life has 
attuned her soul to the voice of the Master and 
who hears Him calling her to the religious life. 

T. J. Dorie 
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GOD’S MOTHER AND OURS 


I. 
OUR LADY’S FIAT 


“ Behold the handmaid of the Lord.’—St. Luxs i. 38% 


oe Three Persons of the Blessed Trinity 

summon Gabriel, Their angelic messenger, 
and bid him take to earth the message They im- 
part; and in the courts of heaven, the choirs of 
angels cease their melodies and bow in silent 
prayer around the great white throne while the 
Triune God awaits a creature’s answer to her 
Creator’s word. 

On earth, in the little village of Nazareth, “the 
land of flowers,” the fairest flower of all is lost in 
contemplation. A poor and humble dwelling, a 
young and unknown maid; to these the angel 
wings his flight and brings a glory earth has never 
known. 

Back to the court of heaven speeds the great 
Archangel, with the Fiat God desires; and the 
angels burst forth into glorious hymns of praise 


as they learn the tidings of the Incarnation. 
1 
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The Mother-Maid of Nazareth prays on in an 
ecstasy of love and adoration; the shadows of the 
night pass by and the rosy flush of morn bids 
earth awake to welcome God made Man. 

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord.” These 
are the words that usher in the world’s redemp- 
tion by giving to it its Saviour; these are the 
words that usher in the soul’s perfection by giving 
it to its God. “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord,” ready to do His will always and in all 
things; to serve Him in health or in sickness, in 
joy or in sorrow, in success or in failure; to go 
hither and yon in His service; to engage in tasks 
honorable or lowly; to blazon forth His glory as 
did those whom His Church has canonized or to 
offer Him the hidden praise of His countless un- 
known saints. “Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord.” ‘This must be our answer to the call of 
Jesus if, with Him, we would go aside from the 
crowd of earthly ambitions and pleasures and 
affections to lead a life that is lived for heaven, a 
life “hidden with Christ in God.” 

God is our Creator; we are His creatures; hence 
all that we have or are or do, must belong entirely 
to Him. God is our Redeemer; the Second Per- 
son of the Blessed Trinity has purchased us with 
His blood; therefore we are His property to dis- 
pose of as He pleases. God is our Sanctifier; the 
Holy Ghost gives us the light and the strength to 
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choose the good and to reject the evil; thus, the 
presence of good and the absence of evil that make 
our souls so pleasing to Him are God’s own gifts 
and belong to Him by every title of justice and 
of truth. But while justice and truth appeal to 
the intellect, they fail to touch the heart, the poor 
human heart that craves love and care and conso- 
lation. Yet these, too, we find in God. He is our 
Father who loves us with an everlasting love, who 
cares for us through the years of life, who con- 
soles us as a mother does her child in failure, pain 
or grief. We believe all this, we know that we 
may trust ourselves to God, and yet how hard it 
is at times to say, and mean, our fiat. Frail 
human creatures as we are, we question our power 
to do or to suffer all that God may ask of us. Ah, 
then, let us study the creature whom He has 
given us as our model, the Mother-Maid whose 
fiat rang out as clear in Egypt and on Calvary as 
at Nazareth and Bethlehem. 

During the early years of her life, the lines of 
Mary were cast in pleasant places. The three 
years passed with her parents were filled with all 
the happiness such love as theirs could give. In 
the Temple, her tasks were suited to her taste 
and left her ample time for the prayer and con- 
templation that were daily bringing her closer to 
the God for whom alone she lived. But when her 
union with Him is to be consummated, when crea- 
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ture and Creator are to be Mother and Child, He 
asks of her a fuller surrender, a resignation of 
herself to Him so complete and so lasting that 
henceforth she may have no thought of self, but 
only thought of God. 

We meditate, and rightly so, upon the won- 
drous dignity of Mary’s Motherhood, but do we 
try to realize the suffering it entailed? She had 
studied the sacred writings too carefully not to 
know something of the Messias’ life, His labors 
in behalf of His chosen people, His rejection by 
them, His passion and death. What part was 
His Mother to have in His labors, His dishonor, 
His sufferings? This probably was not revealed 
to Mary at the time of the Incarnation, but her 
tender heart needed no revelation to make her 
know that whatever touched her Son would touch 
as well His Mother. Yet, neither the thought of 
the honor of the Divine Maternity, of which even 
she, the purest of creatures, was infinitely un- 
worthy, nor of the suffering which would over- 
shadow her future life until she stood beside the 
altar of Calvary’s Cross, had any weight with 
Mary. God called, she answered. ‘Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord: be it done to me accord- 
ing to thy word.” * 

We know that all Our Lady’s gifts, whether of 
nature or of grace, were intended to fit her for her 

1 Luke i. 38. 
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Divine Maternity, and hence we may say with 
perfect truth that she entered upon the vocation 
for which she was destined on the day of the In- 
carnation. Is it not also true that our gifts, both 
of soul and body, have been given to enable us to 
follow that vocation for which God has destined 
us, the one and only vocation in which we can 
attain the perfection He wishes us to reach? Let 
us, then, compare our fiat with that of our Blessed 
Lady and see if our surrender to God has any of 
the completeness, the constancy, the adoring love, 
that rendered hers so pleasing in His sight. 

We Religious are so often called upon to in- 
struct or advise both those who intend to live in 
the world and those who think of embracing the 
religious life, that it might be wise for us to see 
what fruit we can find for them, as well as for 
ourselves, in the mysteries of the life of our 
Blessed Mother. 

Those who wish to remain in the world tell us 
that it is not easy for them to answer God’s call 
to a higher, a more spiritual life. Their days, 
oftentimes their nights, are so filled with earthly 
cares or pleasures that they have little time left 
for thought of heaven. If they have wealth, a 
thousand vistas open up before them, bright paths 
leading to ease and to enjoyment, to honor and 
to fame; siren voices lure them on, and a host of 
worldly friends may always be found ready to 
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accompany them, whichever path they care to 
choose. All that you say is true, we might reply, 
yet you can make even such a life as this a spirit- 
ual life and one of service to God. How? By, 
putting God first, His interests above all others, 
His commands, His very wishes, above all human 
laws and desires. It is not so much what you do, 
as the end for which you do it and the manner in 
which it is done, that will count for or against you 
with your heavenly Father. It is only from the 
favored few that God asks extraordinary proofs of 
love, and to them He gives the grace which will 
enable them to meet His demands. For most of 
us, sanctity lies in the fulfilling of daily duties 
‘and the keeping of the two commandments on 
which “dependeth the whole law and the proph- 
ets”: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
thy whole heart and with thy whole soul and with 
thy whole mind. . . . Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” ? 

If those who come to us are poor, they may be 
lured from God’s service, not so much by the need 
of unremitting toil, as by the ill endurance of 
labor and hardship or the coveting of those 
worldly goods and pleasures and honors that they 
do not possess. To them, we must repeat the 
words of Christ: “ Blessed are the poor in spirit; 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” * We must 


2 Matt. xxii. 37, 39. 8Ibid., v. 3. 
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try to make them understand the sanctity in no 
way depends upon one’s state in life, that it is 
equally at home in the palace or thé hovel, and 
that the life of God’s Mother may serve as an 
example for the servant or the queen. 

We must show both poor and rich that what 
constitutes our Blessed Mother’s holiness is her 
loving and never-failing fulfillment of God’s will, 
her ready acceptance of whatever He may send 
her, her reverent acquiescence in His designs in 
her regard. The duties of maid and wife and 
mother, the homely tasks of the household, the 
social amenities of life—all are for her but ex- 
pressions of God’s will, and all are sanctified by 
her purity of intention and her unselfish love. 
The great lesson that she teaches is the truth of 
what we have already said; it is not so much 
what we do that matters, as how and why we 
do it. Even suffering becomes useless when its 
end is misdirected or its endurance lacks patience 
and resignation. There were two thieves on Cal- 
vary; suffering brought one of them to Christ, but 
left the other unmoved. What would Calvary 
have done for Mary had she not united her will 
with that of her Son and God? But, what was it 
that enabled her to see this divine will alike in 
honor or dishonor, in joy or sorrow, in pleasure 
or pain, in noblest deed or simplest task? Her 
union with God, her constant remembrance of His 
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presence, her uninterrupted prayer. These things 
are within the reach of all, and the degree in 
which one possesses them will be in proportion to 
her love. Let us counsel all who come to us for 
advice to receive Holy Communion frequently, so 
that they may apply to themselves those words 
of Christ: “He that eateth My flesh and drinketh 
My blood abideth in Me: and I in him.”* If they 
say that they cannot keep God’s presence con- 
tinually in mind, that it is not possible to main- 
tain uninterrupted prayer, let us remind them 
that God, who surely knows man’s capabilities, 
bids all men walk before Him and be perfect * 
and tells them that they ought always to pray.® 
This union and remembrance and prayer will in 
no way interfere with their duties, nor will they 
lessen such pleasures as may be legitimately en- 
joyed. They will rather help them to fulfill these 
duties as they helped our Blessed Mother to fulfill 
hers; and they will give an added zest to their 
pleasures even as they did to the pleasure of our 
Blessed Mother at the wedding of Cana. 

If we have to deal with aspirants to the relig- 
ious life, we shall probably meet with many spe- 
cious arguments against answering God’s call when 
it bids one to actually leave the world and serve 

4 John vi. 57. 


5 Gen. xvii. 1. 
6 Luke xviii. 1. 
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Him in the cloister. It is indeed beautiful, this 
world that He has given His children, and its 
beauty seems to increase with its age; for man 
has learned to make the most of nature’s offerings 
and to fashion them in new and charming forms. 
Even more skilled has he become in furnishing 
modes and means of enjoying nature’s beauties, 
and that with little of the danger or discomfort 
prevailing in days of old. Home life, too, grows 
more attractive—is it because it grows more rare? 
—and one shrinks from detaching her link from 
the chain of love which binds her to her own. 
Then there are so many ways of leading a pious 
life in the world; one may join sodalities, con- 
fraternities, charitable associations, or engage in 
settlement work. As for spiritual helps, they are 
fairly showered upon one: daily Mass and Com- 
munion, Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, sermons, retreats, visits to Our Lord in the 
tabernacle — all these are within one’s reach. 
Surely, young girls will say to us, God can ask no 
more than a life lived amid such surroundings; 
surely, if they give their fiat to this way of living, 
He will be satisfied. Will He? Yes, if they have 
grace for no higher life; no, if such grace be theirs. 
Life in the world may indeed be holy and lead to 
the sainthood that has crowned so many of its 
followers; but this holds good only when it is the 
life to which God calls. Would our Blessed Lady 
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be what God wanted her to be if she had withheld 
her fiat? Will these young girls be what God 
wants them to be if they withhold theirs? The 
whole question of sanctity revolves around a 
single point—the doing of God’s will. Everything 
else is simply a means, a help, given us to reach 
this, our one and only end. It was the fulfilling 
of the will of God that gave merit to the prayers, 
the mortifications, the good works, the sufferings, 
of those who have entered heaven; it is the ful- 
filling of this same will that must gain for all, the 
right to enter the heavenly kingdom. If Our Lord 
bids one sell what she has and give to the poor 
and follow Him,’ she must needs obey Him, lest 
at the last day she fail to find place among His 
sheep and to hear His welcome words: “Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, possess you the king- 
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” ® 

Perhaps all the difficulties which confront a 
generous soul who wishes to follow a religious 
vocation may be summed up under the two gen- 
eral headings of: attachment to the life she would 
leave, and fear of the life upon which she would 
enter. We speak of difficulties, not of real ob- 
stacles; the validity of these latter must be deter- 
mined in each individual case. It is wise, how- 


7 Matt. xix. 21. 
8 [bid., xxv. 33, 34. 


OUR LADY’S FIAT 11 


ever, to place the determining power in the hands 
of some disinterested person, preferably the con- 
fessor whose direction one is following, so that 
God’s interests may not be made subservient to 
purely natural affections or desires. We are so 
blind when there is question of self, so prone to 
mistake our will for God’s, that it is unsafe, at 
least for most of us, to act as our own supreme 
court. Feelings, too, play so strong a part in our 
desires and aspirations, that all too often they 
succeed in blinding our reason and weakening our 
will. Vocation is a serious thing, and the harbor 
of a religious life is reached by the calmly flowing 
river of enduring piety, not by the frothy waves 
of ephemeral devotion. Sometimes God’s call is 
so loud and insistent that one cannot fail to hear 
it; again, it is so faint and low that it requires 
ears better attuned than one’s own to catch and 
recognize its whisperings. Such are the ears of 
His priest whom He gives one as guide, whose 
counsels one need not fear to follow, since Christ, 
speaking of His priests, has said: “ He that hear- 
eth you, heareth Me.”*® One has only to be fair 
with God, to give Him a chance to tell her what 
He would have her do; then, with perfect trust 
in His love, to ask Him to enable her to do it. 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord: be it done 
to me according to thy word.” *° 


9 Luke x. 16. 10 [bid., i. 38. 
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Just as the sunset gives to the dying day a 
glory which the earlier hours failed to reveal, so 
do last looks at the things one holds dear clothe 
them with a beauty until then unseen. Imper- 
fections, whether of persons or places, are lost in 
the effulgence of love’s brightness, as it floods 
with glory the life one is to leave. Differences of 
opinion, disagreeable mannerisms, even faults of 
character, have many times perhaps jarred upon 
one and made the daily life with family or friends 
a bed of thorns rather than of roses; but now the 
thorns are lost to sight and one sees only the love- 
liness of the flowers, which intoxicate one, as it 
were, with the cloying sweetness of their perfume. 
Memory brings before one the happy days of 
childhood, a mother’s tender care, a father’s praise 
and help, the pleasures shared with brothers and 
with sisters. How can she leave the family circle 
whose hold seems to grow stronger with each suc- 
ceeding year? Is it not indeed a duty to make 
some return for all she has received? Then youth 
is placed before her with its possibilities and am- 
bitions. So many things might be accomplished, 
good things too, that could be made to redound to 
God’s glory. Surely, God wants her to use the 
talents He has given her, not to take them to a 
convent, where they may remain unheeded or 
unknown. Attractive pictures, specious argu- 
ments, for Memory is a past master in imagery 
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and pleading; but what do they prove? Only 
that the cords of Adam bind to the old life with 
a strength of which one never dreamed, and that 
one’s hands are all too weak to break asunder the 
bonds that Love has wrought. Is the case of this 
young soul, then, hopeless? Nay, for there are 
stronger Hands than hers, nail-pierced Hands, 
that will gently loosen her hold on self-love and 
self-will; Hands that will do for her loved ones 
more than she could ever have done; Hands that 
will use her talents in the way that will be best 
for God’s glory and her own soul. These Hands 
point, too, to the model God has given her, the 
little Maid of Nazareth. At God’s call, Mary had 
left the home so dear to her baby heart, and later 
on the Temple with its life of prayer and retire- 
ment; and now she is prepared to leave the peace- 
ful life of Nazareth to enter, as it were, upon her 
official career as Mother of the Saviour and co- 
Redemptress of mankind. ‘Behold the handmaid 
of the Lord; be it done to me according to thy 
word.” 

As to the life upon which one is to enter, why 
should it inspire one with fear? ‘True, it is a life 
of prayer and labor and self-denial, a life which, 
lived in its perfection, calls for continuous war- 
fare between the spirit and the flesh. For the 
most part, too, it is a monotonous life; and this 
monotony is perhaps the hardest thing to face for 
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one who is constantly seeking change. To go to 
the same old work at the same old time, day after 
day for year after year, how could one stand it? 
Viewed in this way, she probably could not stand 
it, but she has omitted two very important fac- 
tors: first, she will live only a day at a time; 
secondly, not even for a moment of that day will 
God leave her to toil unaided. How often during 
her home life she has encouraged herself, when 
laboring at some arduous task or placed in some 
disagreeable circumstances, by remembering that 
neither task nor circumstances would endure for- 
ever. Father Surin gives wise counsel when he 
bids one live day by day, and each night place at 
the Master’s feet the day that has passed away. 
The thought of one day’s work will scarcely 
frighten the most cowardly, yet even this one day. 
one may not have to live. Then why torture her- 
self with the thought of years that may never 
come to her on earth, years that she may live 
perhaps in heaven? Only the present moment is 
hers; can she not give it to God’s service and 
leave to His tender mercy ey moments still to 
come? 

It might be wise to give the ae Religious 
a detailed view of convent life, so that she could 
see how much it has of sunshine and of shadow. 
Rules vary, of course, in different Religious Orders, 
but there are certain broad lines followed by all 
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Religious, whatever their special rules may be. 
We could travel along these lines, starting on our 
journey at the sound of the rising bell. Possibly 
that rising bell is one of the things our young 
friend fears most. Get up at an unearthly hour 
every morning! It may be more unpleasant, but 
it is certainly more healthful than going to bed at 
an unearthly hour every night. She will probably 
have more hours of actual sleep than the average 
society woman. Moreover, the bell is the signal 
for more than the mere act of rising. It sum- 
mons her to an audience with her King, a per- 
sonal visit from Him during which He will come, 
not only into her convent home, but into her 
heart. Prayer—wmeditation—the next exercise 
that alarms her; what is it, save a heart-to-heart 
talk with Him who is the truest of friends, the 
kindest of fathers, the tenderest of spouses? 
Then Mass with its dear Communion: ah, that 
may well frighten her, for who is she to assist at 
so holy a Sacrifice, to receive so heavenly a Guest? 
Next, breakfast; not a very dainty one, perhaps, 
but early rising will give her an appetite for plain 
wholesome food such as she never had for choicer 
viands. ‘Then work, varying according to the 
rules of different Orders; hard sometimes, un- 
doubtedly, but never above one’s strength, and 
always free from the bustle and confusion so often 
accompanying work in the outside world. After 
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this come prayer, dinner, recreation, work; prayer, 
supper, recreation and a good-night visit to Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. Such, speaking 
broadly, is a day of convent life. No; we have 
failed to mention something that comes to 
brighten the hours of weariness and discourage- 
ment, to lighten the labor that is tiresome and 
monotonous, to vivify the prayer that permeates 
the life of a Religious, to enable her to realize the 
truth of Our Saviour’s words: “ My yoke is sweet 
and My burden light.”** And what is this some- 
thing? The little love visit paid to Jesus, perhaps 
many times during the day when duty brings one 
near His chapel home. Just a moment spent with 
Him, but it is long enough for one to offer Him 
her act of love, to ask His pardon for the fault 
she has committed, His help for the fulfilling of 
a duty she finds hard to perform. 

To be sure, there are daily trials and mortifica- 
tions upon which we have not touched, but do 
these not come to one in some shape or other in 
the world as well as in the convent? Nay; is not 
this bearing of the cross one of the conditions for 
becoming Christ’s disciple? “If any man will 
come after Me, let him deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow Me.”** Then, too, con- 
vent crosses, like those in the world, are fre- 


11 Matt. xi. 30. 
12 Luke ix. 23. 
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quently of one’s own making. Spiritual writers 
of olden days seem to have possessed no small 
fund of common sense; it is from one of them 
(his name is not mentioned) that the following 
statement is taken: “He who ever willeth what 
God willeth, findeth no cross in life; for his will 
ever runneth beside God’s will, nor ever trav- 
erseth it to form a cross.” How many a cross we 
could have fashioned out of Job’s sufferings; how 
intolerable life would seem to us were we forced 
te bear what he bore! Yet, there he sat on the 
dunghill, peaceful and happy, for he found both 
peace and happiness in doing the will of God. 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. 
As it hath pleased the Lord, so is it done. Blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” ** This servant of God 
realized that all he had and all he was, belonged, 
not to him the creature, but to God the Creator. 
Perhaps the study of the following crude but 
wholesome verses might bring us nearer to his 
viewpoint: 


“Oh, truth so hard to learn, so little known,— 
The things we are or have, are not our own. 
We are but pigmies in God’s sight; so small 
We were as naught, save that He loveth all. 
Ourselves and gifts, but lent us for life’s day, 
Must be returned when life shall pass away.” 


13 Job i. 21. 
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Another phantom that comes to trouble the 
aspirant to the conventual life is the fear of un- 
congenial companions. ‘There is an old couplet 
wnich gives a reason for this fear, more clearly, 
indeed than elegantly: 


“Saints in heaven are edifying; 
Saints on earth are often trying.” 


The truth of the first line is universally admitted; 
the truth of the second, not universally denied. 
However, the fact that one finds saints, or at least 
holy people, trying as earthly companions, may 
be her own fault rather than theirs. Perhaps if 
she were a little more like them, that is, a little 
holier, she might discover that they are easier to 
live with than they are thought to be. Even such 
Religious as are far advanced on the road to per- 
fection are still human beings, and they retain 
the evil as well as the good tendencies inherent to 
human nature. Yet, many of them seem to have 
caught a glimpse of Jesus and Mary as they trod 
the way of the cross and to give forth something 
of the tender charity that led to Calvary’s moun- 
tain the Mother and the Son. At their worst, 
the companions found in the convent can scarcely 
be more trying than were those with whom Jesus 
spent the years of His public life. After all, why 
should she who thinks of entering a convent be 
so sure of finding uncongenial companions? Why 
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not hope that she may, as she probably will, find 
better friends in the cloister than she has ever 
had in the world? Let her put off—nay let her 
break—her smoked glasses, and look at convent 
life in the sunshine of God’s love. What will it 
matter who else is with her, since Jesus will be 
there? Oh, the wonder of it, to pass her life 
under the same roof with Him who is her King 
and her God! This is a companionship the very 
angels might envy, a companionship that makes 
the convent home, even as it made Limbo, a para- 
dise of delights. And where Jesus is, one will be 
sure to find Mary, the Mother He has given us to 
be both friend and guide. Ah, if one keeps near 
Mary, if one asks her to win from Jesus the grace 
to love what she loved, to seek what she sought, 
then indeed will one’s life be happy; for God will 
be the sole object of one’s affections, and the 
accomplishment of His holy will her one and only 
quest. 

There is also a call that may come to us Relig- 
ious perhaps after we have spent some years in 
the religious life: the call to renewed fervor, to a 
more strenuous effort to attain the holiness of 
those friends of God whom He has chosen to be 
His saints. It is a call not always easy to answer, 
but we may be sure that when, or if, we hear it, 
we shall have the grace we need to say and mean 
our fiat. 
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Just as many novelists and playwrights seem to 
think that they complete their work with the 
marriage of the hero and the heroine, so do some 
of us appear to fancy that all has been accom- 
plished when, in answer to God’s call, we enter 
the religious life. But this is only the beginning, 
a spiritual birth, as it were, which ushers us into 
the world of conventual observance. The super- 
natural as well as the natural life has its periods 
of infancy, childhood and adolescence, during 
which the Religious must suffer herself to be 
nourished, trained and taught. The development 
of the life of the soul, like the development of the 
life of the body, will depend both on the quality 
of the nourishment, training and teaching, and on 
the individual’s assimilation of that which she re- 
' ceives. The aspirant to religious perfection will 
find no dearth of assistance. She will be nour- 
ished with the Word of God and the Bread of 
Eternal Life; she will be trained by those whom 
God’s providence has chosen to be her guides; 
she will be taught by those who have studied 
under the Divine Master, the Fountain-Head of 
all true knowledge both human and divine. 

Some of us are inclined to let the period of 
infancy extend over too many years of our relig- 
ious life. True, God wishes us to be children, for 
He says to us: “ Unless you be converted and be- 
come as little children, you shall not enter into 
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the kingdom of heaven.” ** There is a vast differ- 
ence, however, between being childlike and child- 
ish. We are childlike when we have the child’s 
virtues of humility, simplicity and obedience; we 
are childish when we yield to the child’s faults of 
selfishness, petulance and waywardness. When 
we first enter religion, God in His loving tender- 
ness treats us as a mother treats her little ones. 
He fills our life with the sunshine of His love and 
bestows upon us His sweet caresses; nor does He 
ask aught in return save such affection as a child 
gives its mother, from whom it takes all that she 
offers as the free gift of her love. But, as we 
grow older in His service, He looks for an inter- 
change of gifts, a willingness to labor and to suffer 
for Him, our Spouse, who has labored and suf- 
fered for us. Ah, let us not disappoint Him! 
We have been so long His debtors, let us try to 
make Him ours. We cannot do it, of course, for 
all that we may offer is His already by a thou- 
sand titles; but He will pay scant attention to 
His ownership in His delight at our good will. 
Besides nourishing and training and teaching 
in a general way, religious life is intended to per- 
fect us in the art of building, with grace, for our 
Master Builder. Let us place ourselves under the 
guidance of this Master and see what we may 
learn both in theory and in practice. We may 
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keep nature with us; for not only does grace 
build upon nature, as spiritual writers tell us, but 
its manner of building is akin to that found in 
the material world. 

First of all, it digs the foundation and, like the 
earthly builder, digs the deeper, the higher the 
structure that it wishes to raise. The loose soil, 
the little attachments which sometimes cling to 
us Religious must be uprooted and thrown aside; 
the heavier earth of worldly ideas and principles 
must follow in its wake; the rocks of pride and 
self-will that so often stand between God and the 
soul must be blasted and removed. Then, in the 
place made ready, grace will show us how to lay 
the rock-bed of perfection, how to place the earth 
of solid virtue, how to scatter over this earth the 
loose soil of spiritual joy and consolation. 

As to the building we erect, it must conform to 
the plan of the Divine Architect: one will be 
called upon to build a palace, another to build a 
tiny cot, for God proportions what He expects, to 
what He has bestowed; yet, the building of the 
cot may evince as much love as the building of 
the palace, for it is always the motive which 
counts with Him. This truth seems to be well 
brought out in the following verses: 
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“T built my house both small and low, 
The Master’s plans would have it so; 
But every stone was placed with care, 
The mortar mixed with grateful prayer, 
And love to labor gave a zest 
And while I builded for my Guest,— 
The Master who had planned the whole. 
The Guest, my God: the house, my soul. 
And thus I prayed: When I have done 
My work, dear Mother, ask thy Son 
To take this soul of mine to be 
His guest for all eternity.” 


It is not easy, this work of building. Some of 
the stones are rough and, as we polish them, our 
hands are cut and bleeding; but were not the 
hands of Christ sore wounded and blood-stained? 
We know, too, that while we labor, He and His 
dear Mother are watching us; that they smile 
approval when our stones are well placed and give 
us a look of warning when we fail to keep in line 
with the keystone of our building, the holy will 
of God. And then some day, perhaps, when, 
weary and heavy-hearted, we feel that we must 
rest, that God is asking too much of us, there will 
open up before us a vision of the home at Naza- 
reth. There, in the midst of a heavenly radiance, 
the great Archangel bends low before the little 
Maid and gives the message no other may re- 
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ceive; but the answer that she offers, we, her 
children, may well repeat: “Behold the hand- 
maid of the Lord: be it done to me according to 
thy word.” 


Lt, : 
THE MANGER CRIB 


“And she brought forth her first-born Son.” 

Sr. Luks ii. 7. 
LL is peaceful in the little home at Nazareth. 
Joseph, whose faith had been sorely tried, 
has been enlightened by the angel, and now he 
watches with mingled love and reverence his fair 
young spouse as she fashions the swathing bands 
for the Child who is to be born. Then, breaking 
in upon the quiet of this heavenly abode, is heard 
the proclamation of the edict of Octavius Augus- 
tus, Emperor of Rome. “And it came to pass 
that in those days there went out a decree from 
Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be 

enrolled.” ? 

Palestine, it is true, was not actually in the 
dominion of Augustus, but its ruler, Herod the 
Great, held his office with the Emperor’s consent 
and by proclamation of the Roman Senate. He 
had at that time incurred the imperial displeasure 
and he hoped to placate Augustus by doing all in 
his power to further the taking of the census; 
hence, as soon as he had heard of the Emperor’s 
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desire, he ordered an enrollment to be made in 
Palestine. Moreover, lest he should stir up fresh 
opposition on the part of the Jews, who already 
abhorred him, he gave orders that this enrollment 
should be made by houses and families, in accord- 
ance with the Jewish custom. “And all went to 
be enrolled, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city 
of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem: because he was of the 
house and family of David; to be enrolled with 
Mary his espoused wife, who was with child.” ? 
Just what this journey must have involved of 
inconvenience and even of actual suffering, we 
may well imagine. It was the rainy season, for 
during the month of December there are heavy 
rains in Palestine, as well as severe thunder- 
storms; the winds blow chilly, streams are swol- 
len, and fords treacherous. Joseph was poor and 
had no means of providing for Mary such com- 
forts as made the journey less fatiguing for the 
rich. But, after all, would our Blessed Mother 
have accepted those comforts? Was she not be- 
ginning to understand the love for poverty felt by 
the God-Man who had chosen for His Mother 
her, a poor and unknown maid? What did it 
matter where or how she went, since she had in 
closest companionship the God who was her all? 


2 Ibid, ii. 3-5. 


THE MANGER CRIB 27 


And Joseph, seeing her calm and peaceful, alike 
undisturbed by the noise of the crowds or the 
weariness of the way, must have caught some- 
thing of her spirit of poverty and have lost sight 
of the fatigues of the journey as he brooded over 
the mystery of the Messias’ birth, so soon to be 
accomplished. It is probable, too, that both 
Joseph and Mary were familiar with the proph- 
ecy: “And thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, art a little 
one among the thousands of Juda: out of thee 
shall He come forth unto Me that is to be the 
ruler in Israel.”* They may, indeed, have been 
waiting for God to show them how this prophecy 
was to be fulfilled and have welcomed the order 
of a pagan emperor as making known to them the 
divine will. That they saw in the Emperor’s edict 
only the expression of God’s will, losing sight of 
the human instrument, had been evidenced by 
the alacrity with which they prepared for their 
journey. Not much time was required for their 
preparation, for the poor have little to get ready; 
and very soon after they had learned of the im- 
perial edict, they were on their way to Bethlehem, 
the town unmindful of the Royal Guest who - 
sought its hospitality. 

It must have been a beautiful night, for surely 
nature put forth all her charms to welcome Him 
whom men would not receive. The stars that, 
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«. . . hung in heaven, shine down on 
darksome earth,” 


must have shone with unwonted brilliancy in all 
their golden splendor; the moon must have glori- 
fied with its silver radiance the little white town 
set amid grassy plains, giving it such chastened 
loveliness as seemed best suited to the Prince of 
Peace. Joseph and Mary, turned away from 
Bethlehem’s single hostelry, refused hospitality 
alike by friends and strangers, found shelter in 
one of those caves so numerous in the limestone 
hills of Palestine; and there, tradition tells, the 
ox and the ass warmed with their breath the God 
who had given them being. Undoubtedly Joseph 
did all that he could to make the cave less com- 
fortless, the while our Blessed Mother remained 
absorbed in prayer. And suddenly the cave was 
filled with a great light, “the glory of the Lord,” 
and, lo, there lay on His Mother’s garment the 
Son of God made Man. “Verbum caro factum 
est et habitavit in nobis.” For the moment there 
was silence in heaven and on earth; in heaven, 
where the contemplation of the Divine Babe 
hushed the angels’ hymns of praise; on earth, 
where Mary and Joseph were lost in an ecstasy 
of loving adoration that had no need of words, 
and where all others knew not of the presence of 
their King. But not long could heaven be content 
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with silent homage. Above the cave in which 
Mary had “brought forth her first-born Son, and 
wrapped Him up in swaddling clothes and laid 
Him in a manger,’’* the air was filled with angels’ 
song; and soon these heavenly messengers hast- 
ened to bring to the shepherds the tidings of the 
Saviour’s birth, so that men as well as angels 
might adore the new-born King.” 

The shepherds, summoned by God’s angels, are 
the first worshipers called to the crib, and the only 
gifts that they have to offer are the gifts of faith 
and love. Not until later will the Magi, the wise 
men of their nation, be led to Bethlehem’s cave 
by the star “they have seen in the East,” and 
bring to the Divine Infant their costly offerings 
of gold and frankincense and myrrh. It would 
seem that one of the lessons Christ wishes to teach 
us in the mystery of His birth is the love He has 
for poverty. Poverty of spirit He asks of all His 
followers; but those whom He calls to the inner 
circle of His chosen friends, He would have prac- 
tice actual poverty as well as spiritual. 

There are, indeed, many lessons to be learned 
from this mystery of Our Saviour’s birth both by 
those in the world and those in the cloister. Let 
us first consider the lessons we may glean for 
those who are not called to lead the life of a 


4 Luke ii. 7. 
5 Ibid., ii. 8-17. 
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Religious. Since the day of the Incarnation, our 
Blessed Mother had been living in closest union 
with Our Lord, becoming more and more imbued 
with His Spirit, the Holy Spirit who had made 
her His spouse. The months had been spent, as 
it were, in one unbroken act of adoration; God’s 
way of looking at things became her way, His in- 
terests and His designs were hers, her life a circle 
whose center was always God. It had been an 
ordinary life exteriorly, filled with the simple 
duties that fall to the wife of a poor carpenter ; 
but interiorly it had been the admiration of 
angels, even of God Himself. And why? Be- 
cause it had been lived with Christ. And this 
union is the secret of holiness for all, whatever 
may be the station in life, the duties or the pleas- 
ures. This union is that prayer of which God 
speaks when He bids us pray always. “And He 
[Christ] spoke also a parable to them, that we 
ought always to pray and not to faint.”® Prayer, 
as the little catechism teaches, is simply a “rais- 
ing of the heart to God”; and the union with 
God that it fosters need not interfere with the 
occupation of the moment; on the contrary, it 
should cause one to do her work more perfectly 
and to enjoy her pleasure more thoroughly be- 
cause she labors or recreates in the presence of a 
beloved Friend. Again the same old truth is 
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brought before us: it is not so much what we do 
that matters, as why and how we do it. There 
have been saints in all classes of society, from the 
reigning king to the homeless beggar, though per- 
haps on the path that leads to heaven the beggar’s 
staff is more helpful than the scepter of a king. 
Learned or ignorant, old or young, the busy 
worker or the helpless invalid, each can make 
good in the one great business of life, the saving 
of his immortal soul; each can “know and love 
and serve God on earth, and thus come to enjoy 
Him forever in heaven.” 

How hard it must have been for our Blessed 
Mother, naturally speaking, to see her Son, whom 
she knew to be her God, born in the midst of such 
poverty and misery! How gladly she would have 
prepared for her Babe all that was rarest and most 
costly of earth’s goods! How ardently she would 
have offered Him the love and the worship of the 
hearts of all mankind! But such was not God’s 
will; and thus, with perfect submission to that 
will, “she brought forth her first-born Son,” a 
cave for His palace, “and laid Him in a manger,” 
an ox and an ass for His courtiers. Whether one’s 
poverty be actual or spiritual, one must at least 
have humility; and of this virtue our Blessed 
Mother gives a bright example in the mystery of 
her Son’s nativity. What, indeed, is this virtue 
of humility save a recognition of one’s relation- 


32 GOD’S MOTHER AND OURS 


ship with God and a consequent submission to all 
that He ordains? Such recognition and submis- 
sion our Blessed Mother possessed in all its full- 
ness, and never for a single instant did she ques- 
tion God’s knowing what was best for His Son 
who was her Son as well; never did she will for 
her Babe other surroundings than those in which 
the Father had seen fit to place Him. The dig- 
nity of her divine maternity did not cause her to 
lose sight of the fact that she was a mere creature 
whose duty it was to submit always and in all 
things to the will of her Creator. And this is 
another lesson that one should learn from our 
Blessed Mother as she kneels beside the crib—the 
lesson of humility. 

If Joseph or Mary had let fall a word concern- 
ing the Babe she bore, is it not possible, even 
probable, that some one of their friends would 
have given them shelter? Or if they had urged 
the claims of their royal descent, might not some 
other of David’s descendants have received them 
into his house? But no; they carefully concealed 
all that could give them honor; they would pass 
for what they seemed to be, a poor carpenter and 
his wife from Nazareth. We do not see too many 
of their followers in the world around us. In- 
stead of avoiding the recognition that is their due, 
people of the world are prone to demand a recog- 
nition to which they have no right. Instead of 
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concealing such advantages of birth or fortune as 
they actually possess, they are given to claim ad- 
vantages that do not belong to them. These are 
days in which, as the Imitation of Christ tells us, 
words have lost their true meaning; and, surely, 
on the list of these words, humility stands first. 
To God, however, it still means what it meant in 
the cave of Bethlehem; and we Catholics may 
well accept the definition given it by Theresa of 
Avila: “Humility is truth.” No matter who we 
are, what we possess, what we have accomplished, 
we are still mere creatures, the property of the 
God who made us out of nothing, who redeemed 
us, who preserves us, and who is therefore justified 
by every right and title in doing with us whatever 
it may please Him to do. If He has given us less 
than others, it is still much; if He has given us 
more, it is only cause for deeper gratitude. Few 
or many, they are all His, these talents we have’ 
received and with which He expects us to trade, 
not for ourselves but for Him. If one is truly 
humble, if she is poor in spirit even though not in 
actual possessions, she may be sure of a welcome 
to Bethlehem’s cave; and as she kneels beside the 
crib, Mary and Joseph will share with her their 
spirit of prayer, of union with Christ, a union that 
will cause her, even as it caused them, to forget 
all else save that she is with her God. Then shall 
it be given her to understand the meaning of the 
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song the angels sang: “Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace to men of good will.” 

As for those who, like the Magi, are called upon 
to leave home and country and to bring to the 
Babe of Bethlehem both themselves and their 
possessions, let us urge them to be as prompt as 
were these Wise Men of the East to obey the 
glorious call. The journey may be long and 
weary; God may try them, as He tried the Magi, 
by concealing for a time the star that leads them 
on; but they need have no fear. The priests of 
God’s Church will tell them where the Lord is to 
be found, even as the priests of the Old Law, 
summoned by Herod, made known to the Wise 
Men where they should find the new-born King. 
Relatives and friends will say to them, as relatives 
and friends probably said to the Magi, that the 
quest is foolish, the journey unnecessary; that 
God may be found in the home as well as in the 
cloister. Yes, He may indeed be found in the 
former place as well as in the latter; only, one 
must never forget that from those He calls to the 
cloister, He may hide Himself in the home. In 
the words of the old poet: 


“Be our place where’er He wants us; 
Be our task His will to seek; 
Be our joy to answer ‘ Adsum’ 
When our heart shall hear Him speak.” 
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It is a wonderful grace, this call to the religious 
life, this invitation from the Son of God to be 
His very spouse. And, yet, so blind are men to 
their best interests, so little cognizant of the 
majesty of Him who calls and the nothingness of 
the one who is called, that they praise the gener- 
osity of her who offers herself to God in the relig- 
ious life rather than the generosity of God who 
allows her to make the offering. Oh, of course 
she is generous, just as the Magi were generous 
when they left all to seek Jesus and counted not 
the cost of the gifts they brought to Him. But, 
somehow, one cannot fancy that the Magi gave 
much thought to any sacrifice they made; rather 
did they praise God and give Him thanks for 
having chosen them from among all men to bring 
to His Divine Son the adoration of the Gentile 
world. 

After all, who do those who enter religion really 
give up? In many, perhaps in most cases, the 
home life with the affectionate daily intercourse 
which it connotes. This is indeed a sacrifice and 
one that our dear Lord, whose tender human heart 
was sad and sore when He left His Mother, both 
appreciates and rewards. How often does some 
black sheep of the family owe his—or her—sal- 
vation to a brother or a sister who has left all 
things for God. Apart from this family life, what 
is there to sacrifice? Riches? It is probable that 
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the majority of those called to the religious life 
have, like the apostles, little more to leave than 
their boats and nets—in other words, their means 
of gaining a livelihood. As for those who have 
wealth, what better investment can they make 
than to place their money in Our Lord’s bank, a 
bank that never fails, into which no thief can 
break, and in which through all the years of time 
their money will gain interest for eternity. Are 
honors to be relinquished? But what other honor 
is to be compared with that of being the spouse 
of Christ? Moreover, the riches and the honors 
of this world are often deceptive and always un- 
certain, while the riches and the honors of heaven 
ring true and never fail. And one’s dearest pos- 
session, one’s very self, where can it be safer than 
with Him who made it; where happier than in 
the service of His household? Can one fancy that 
the Magi ever regretted the journey they made to 
Bethlehem? Surely, their only possible regret 
was that they could not stay forever beside the 
Infant’s crib. Those who hear the voice of God 
calling them to the religious life should neither 
fear to answer nor delay their answering. How- 
ever hard the parting from home and friends, 
however worn and weary the poor human heart 
because of its efforts to sever the ties that have 
grown strong with the passing years, these faith- 
ful souls will find strength and peace and happi- 
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ness in Bethlehem, the House of Bread, God’s 
Bread, of which he that eateth shall live forever.” 

There is a wonderful text in Holy Scripture 
the truth of which, although we sometimes do 
doubt it, has stood the test of years. “Every one 
that hath left house or brethren, or sisters or 
father or mother or wife or children or lands, for 
My sake, shall receive an hundredfold and shall 
possess life everlasting.”* The promise of life 
everlasting explains itself, but the hundredfold 
mentioned in the text has been variously inter- 
preted. Perhaps the most common interpretation 
is the following: For the house and lands one 
leaves, she finds the houses and lands of her 
Order; for the brethren or sisters, her companions 
in religion; for the parents, her superiors; for 
conjugal pleasures, espousal with Our Lord; for 
children, the souls that she brings forth for God. 
This is a very satisfying interpretation and one 
well calculated to encourage those who aspire to 
the religious life; it seems wise, therefore, to con- 
tent ourselves with it for the present and to keep 
the other readings of the text for those who have 
already tried their strength in the service of the 
Lord. 

Having accepted this interpretation, let us see 
whether or not its truth may be proved. What 
does the possession of houses and lands give, at 
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least in a strictly personal sense, beyond shelter 
and nourishment? But does not the habit of a 
Religious give her claim to this shelter and nour- 
ishment in the convents of her own or of other 
Religious Orders? While one’s fellow-Religious 
can scarcely be loved as one loves her own broth- 
ers and sisters, they still prove pleasant and 
profitable companions, true.and unselfish friends. 
Superiors, too, must fall short of the love felt for 
one’s own dear parents; yet are they watchful 
guardians and trusty guides. As for the happi- 
ness found in espousals with Our Lord, it is not 
te be expressed in human language. The number 
of children who, through one’s prayers and labors, 
receive the life of grace may be increased indefi- 
nitely, the increase being proportioned to the 
efforts that one makes. Every Religious, it is true, 
may not be engaged in active missionary work, 
but prayer is within reach of all; and it is stated 
that St. Theresa saved as many souls by her 
prayers as did St. Francis Xavier by his actual 
labors. 

The Magi bring their gifts, as well as them- 
selves, to the crib of the new-born King. It might 
be well for us to ask the aspirant to the religious 
life to turn her thoughts upon the meaning of 
these gifts and then consider whether or not she 
is prepared to make Christ gifts like theirs. “And 
entering into the house, they found the Child with 
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Mary His Mother. And falling down they adored 
Him. And opening their treasures, they offered 
Him gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”® The 
majority of writers who discuss the meaning of 
these gifts take the gold to typify love, or charity 
(the words are synonymous), the frankincense to 
typify prayer, and the myrrh to typify suffering. 
Perhaps it would not be amiss to expand this idea 
of symbolism. 

Gold stands for value among all civilized 
peoples and, as a gift, it would seem to represent 
what one holds of great worth. Thus, too, in a 
spiritual sense, love is the most valuable offering 
that can be made to God; in a certain sense, it is 
the only gift to be offered, for it is love that 
moves the will, and the will is the only possession 
that can be used with perfect freedom; no power 
short of Omnipotence can move it, and Omnipo- 
tence never will move it. 

Frankincense, symbolizing prayer, was used by 
the Egyptians and other ancient peoples for fumi- 
gating and embalming. After all, is not prayer 
intended to fumigate the soul, to free it from the 
poisonous germs of sin? And is it not also meant 
to embalm it, to keep it in a state of preservation 
otherwise impossible? 

Myrrh at onee brings to mind Our Saviour’s 
Passion, recalling the “sweet spices” brought by 
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Nicodemus and, later on, by the holy women to 
“anoint the body of Our Lord.” Not only is it 
cleansing, but it is also used in perfumery; hence, 
it is a very fit symbol of suffering, which cleanses 
the soul from many a stain and causes it to exhale 
the sweet perfume of resignation, patience and 
sacrifice. 

These are the gifts that she who wishes to dwell 
with the Master must take with her when, in 
answer to His call, she starts on her Journey to 
the Bethlehem of the religious life: gold, the love 
of her heart, for the offering of herself to Christ 
to be His spouse is essentially a love gift; frank- 
incense, the prayer that will win pardon for the 
past and keep her faithful for the future; myrrh, 
the love of suffering, that will enable her to follow 
her crucified Spouse even to the summit of Mount 
Calvary. 

There is something else to be noted in the visit 
of the Magi to the Infant God. True, they place 
their offerings beside His crib; and undoubtedly 
He receives the gifts, as He has welcomed the 
givers, with a smile of tender love. But are not 
the gifts actually accepted by our Blessed Mother 
and St. Joseph? Do not Mary and Joseph, as it 
were, lend speech to the Divine Babe and thank 
the Magi, in His name, for their visit and their 
offering? Here is a lesson it would be wise to 
learn. Never are gifts more acceptable to Our 
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Lord than when offered by Mary and Joseph, the 
two He loves so well and by whom He is so well 
loved. They are kind to all, His Mother and 
Foster-Father; but, surely, they must take a 
special interest in those who are preparing to give 
themselves entirely to the service of the King. 
When one’s gift is offered by them to Jesus, in- 
stead of regarding the imperfections found in the 
gift, will He not rather look into the faces of 
Mary and Joseph, the first two faces upon which 
His human gaze had rested when He lay in the 
manger cave at Bethlehem? 

One last glance at the Magi before they leave 
the crib, for they are going back into their own 
country and we may never meet them again. 
They kneel beside Our Lord, trying so to impress 
His features on their minds—or is it on their 
hearts? —that they may never forget the coun- 
tenance of this, their new-born King. Perhaps 
He stretches out His little hands to them; or it 
may be that His Blessed Mother, with loving: 
thoughtfulness, raises these tiny hands over them 
in blessing. Surely, too, she and St. Joseph thank 
them once more for their faith in Jesus and for 
the love they have shown Him by their visit and 
their gifts. A last look at the King, a last word 
to His Mother and His Foster-Father, and the 
Magi start for home—but they choose a way 
other than the one they followed when they jour- 
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neyed toward Bethlehem. So, too, must she who 
has been called to God’s special service travel on 
the hidden path of the religious life rather than 
on the world’s highway. The Star of Faith—obe- 
dience—will guide her, and she will find the Babe 
in the swathing bands of poverty and humility, 
and always, always, with Mary and Joseph. 

We who have entered the service of the King, 
who have already “found the Child with Mary, 
His Mother,” find also many lessons to learn in 
the manger cave at Bethlehem. No need for us 
to hurry from the cave, for we have chosen it for 
our home. Its poverty is to be our riches, the 
obedience that made it the birthplace of Our 
Lord is to rule our entire life, the chastity with 
which its air is perfumed is for us beyond all 
earthly love. 

Unworthy as we are to approach the Holy 
Family, let us look for a moment at the ox and 
the ass and see what we may learn from them. 
Men have refused to give shelter to Mary and 
Joseph, but the poor beasts of the field are ready 
to share with them the humble stable cave. 
Human hearts are colder than the winds of Beth- 
lehem, but the ox and the ass warm with their 
breath the Mother and the Child. His chosen 
people are all unmindful of the advent of the 
Messias, but the two poor beasts in silent adora- 
tion welcome His coming. There they lie, close 
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beside the crib and gaze upon the Babe. Do they 
recognize their Creator? Who can tell? If they 
do, they must indeed marvel that He should 
come to their miserable dwelling, that He should 
allow them, poor dumb beasts as they are, to re- 
main in His blessed company. And what about 
ourselves? Do we ever close our hearts to the 
Holy Family, or does St. Joseph always find them 
ready to shelter Mary and her Child? Do we 
exhale only the cold air of worldliness and selfish- 
ness, or does our breath of love give welcome 
warmth to the Mother and the Babe? When 
Jesus comes to us, are we unmindful of His com- 
ing or, if we can do no more, do we at least lie 
prostrate in adoration at the feet of our Divine 
Guest? And when He is with us, do we marvel 
as did the ox and the ass that He should be con- 
tent to enter dwellings so miserable as our hearts, 
to let us poor dumb creatures remain in His 
sacred presence? One more lesson we might learn 
from these two beasts. The ox is the symbol of 
strength; the ass is the beast of burden. And we, 
the servants as well as the spouses of the Babe, 
are we determined to be strong in His service, to 
bear all burdens for His sake? 

They are good teachers, these two dumb ani- 
mals, and we might learn much more from them; 
but Mary and Joseph have caught sight of us and 
they sign to us to come nearer to the Crib. And 
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now we gaze upon their Jesus, theirs and ours as 
well; for has He not called us to be His very own 
and have we not chosen Him, “the most beautiful 
among the children of men,” to be our Spouse 
forevermore? Oh, what do they matter now, the 
sad partings, the weary journey, the rough roads, 
the wounds and bruises that we suffered on the 
way? Weare at Bethlehem, the House of Bread, 
God’s bread of which “he that eateth shall live 
forever.” 

For a long time we gaze on the little Jesus, fill- 
ing our very hearts and souls with the beauty of 
His face, the tenderness of His smile. And He 
seems glad to have us near Him and puts out His 
tiny hand as if to hold us fast. Shall we dare to 
touch it? We look at His Blessed Mother. She 
bows assent and, in an ecstasy of love, we take 
the hand—the hand of God!—and press it to our 
lips. Time has no meaning for us now; we are 
unconscious of its passing until St. Joseph tells 
us Jesus is tired and that His Mother fain would 
speak with us. Gently we loose our hold upon 
the hand of Christ; reverently we let it rest upon 
His breast, close to the Sacred Heart so full of 
love for us; then we kneel beside Our Lady and 
listen to her words. 

“You love my Son?” she asks us. 


“O yes,” we answer; “we have left all things 
for Him.” 


THE MANGER CRIB 45 


She smiles; and suddenly we realize that what 
we have left is as nothing compared with what 
we have received. 

“Mother,” we whisper, “tell us what He would 
have us do, the lessons Bethlehem should teach 
us.” 

“Only He can tell you what you wish to know,” 
she answers, placing her hand caressingly on the 
hand of her little Babe; “but if you believe in 
Him and trust and love Him, He will surely make 
known to you His will in your regard.” . 

Then, turning toward the crib, we kneel be- 
tween Our Lady and St. Joseph and pray to the 
Infant Jesus with faith and trust and love. And 
as we pray, Our Lord seems to send us back to 
His Mother, whom He gives us as our model, and 
to bid us do what she has done and learn the 
lessons she has learned at Bethlehem. 

What has she done during the months that she 
has been a living temple for the Son of God? 
She has forgotten self to think only of Him. She 
has kept pure and undefiled the home in which 
He dwelt. She has longed for the day when she 
might gaze upon His face and reveal His beauty 
to the sons of men. And the lessons she has 
learned at Bethlehem have shown her the love 
God has for poverty, humility and simple, loving 
faith. 
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Have we tried, in our religious life, to copy this 
our model? Have we forgotten self to think only 
of God’s glory and the salvation of souls? Have 
we made every effort to keep pure and undefiled 
the hearts which Our Lord so often makes His 
dwelling when He comes to us in His Sacrament 
of Love? Above all, have we had that yearning 
to see the face of Christ and to make known its 
beauty to the sons of men that filled our Blessed 
Mother’s heart while Jesus dwelt within her? 
And the lessons that she learned at Bethlehem, 
have we studied them so long and faithfully as to 
make them influence, practically influence, our 
thoughts and words and deeds? Do we welcome, 
not only the poverty of dependence and detach- 
ment, but that of actual want? Does our humil- 
ity show itself in a cheerful acceptance of humil- 
iations? Do we go to Jesus with simple loving 
faith in health or sickness, joy or sorrow, success 
or failure? 

O Cave of Bethlehem, no earthly seat of learn- 
ing can offer such knowledge as you impart; no 
preacher can deliver a sermon as eloquent as the 
silence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph sheltered within 
your walls; no artist can paint a picture as beau- 
tiful as the one you hold! Jesus, the Son of God; 
Mary, His Mother, the fairest of all women; 

Joseph, His Foster-Father, the Spouse of His 
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Mother, the Friend and Guardian of all those 
who “seek first the kingdom of God.’’?® 

Thanks be to God, that He has enabled us to 
reach the Bethlehem of our religious life and, en- 
tering in, to find “the Child with Mary His 
Mother.” ** Ah, may we ever be faithful to the 
Mother and the Son! 


10 Matt. vi. 33. 
11 [bid., ii. 11. 


III. 
THE FLIGHT WITH JESUS 


“ Arise, and take the Child and His Mother, and 
fly nto Egypt: and be there until I shall tell 
thee.’—St. MattHew ii. 18. 


HE flight into Egypt has long been a favorite 
subject with the poet and the artist as well 
as with the contemplative; but, while poet and 
artist revel in its beauty and its pathos, the con- 
templative realizes something of what it meant in 
actual suffering for Joseph, Mary and her Child. 
First of all, Egypt was a place of exile, a nation 
of idolaters, a country filled with temples erected 
in honor of their heathen gods, temples in which 
sacrifices were offered that must have been 
“abominations and horrors,” as Father Faber 
calls them, to Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Then, 
too, Egypt was a land of strangers; true, there 
were Jews in Egypt, but it is probable that these 
Jews were not known either to Mary or Joseph 
and so could hardly replace the friends and rela- 
tives from whom they had been parted. Ages 
before, Egypt had been a land of bondage for the 
Jews, but now it was to afford shelter to their 
Messias from the fury of a Jewish king. God 
48 
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was reversing, as it were, the Exodus, seeking a 
home in that country from which He had led His 
chosen people, a cloud by day, and’a pillar of fire 
by night, feeding them with manna in the desert, 
fighting their battles, winning their victories. 
What memories must have flooded the mind of 
Joseph when he heard the angel’s message: 
“ Arise, and take the Child and His Mother, and 
fly into Egypt”! 

There was no delay in obeying this message 
sent by God, no asking even to wait until day- 
light would make their start less fearsome. An 
emperor’s edict, an angel’s word—what matters it 
which God uses to make known His will? Fatigue, 
danger, want, suffering—why count their cost in 
His service? Only one thought filled Joseph’s 
mind, and Mary’s mind as well when he had re- 
peated to her the angel’s message: the life of 
Jesus was being sought; they must save Him 
from those who sought it. We fancy St. Joseph 
must have looked distressed when he told Our 
Lady that they had to go at once into Egypt, for 
he knew the need of rest both for her and for the 
Babe; and then we think she smiled to reassure 
him, and that the smile still played upon her face 
as she calmly made her preparations for the jour- 
ney. These preparations required but a short 
time, for the poor have little to prepare, and 
Joseph and Mary go forth from their humble 
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home to return—when? When God shall tell 
them; when He so wills. 

Nature must have given them a calm, fair 
night; the stars lighting ever so little the road 
they were to take; the moon afraid perhaps to 
shine lest her radiance disclose the fleeing pil- 
grims. Yet, who would have noticed them? Is 
there, has there ever been, any creature whose 
comings and goings attract less attention than 
those of the Creator? It is only in heaven—or 
hell—that one will realize what His presence or 
His absence means. Jesus, Mary and Joseph had 
begun their flight into Egypt! Jesus slept in His 
Mother’s arms; but as God He knew all that was 
passing in the hearts of Mary and Joseph: their 
terror for Him, their grief at the hardships He 
would have to endure, their anguish as they pon- 
dered on man’s treatment of the Son of God. 
Yet, all the while, in these breaking hearts of 
theirs, He saw perfect resignation and full sub- 
mission to the will of God. 

It was a wearisome journey across the desert; 
the nights were cold, the days well-nigh unbear- 
able as the sun beat down upon the sand. We 
have before us a small holy picture, “La Sainte 
Famille au Desért.” We believe it is a copy of 
a painting by G. Laporte, although of this we are 
not sure. The earth lies in shadow, the sky is 
sprinkled with stars. Far in the distance, one 
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sees a few tents; slightly nearer, a recumbent 
sphinx. In the foreground is a group of palm 
trees and, reclining on a little knoll-beneath them, 
is our Blessed Mother asleep. She holds the 
Divine Babe, who is also sleeping; and close be- 
side them St. Joseph is seated, guarding his sacred 
charge. Near to the Holy Family is the ass they 
are supposed to have taken with them on their 
journey; the saddle is on the ground beside it, 
but the beast seems to be keeping watch with 
St. Joseph lest harm befall the Mother and the 
Child. The face of Jesus is beautiful beyond 
compare and wears the peaceful smile of a babe 
who is safe in its mother’s arms. Our Blessed 
Mother’s face is peaceful, too, yet it is tinged 
with sadness, as though sleep itself could not 
banish the thought of Simeon’s prophecy, a 
prophecy that even now was beginning its fulfill- 
ment; for, surely, this flight into Egypt has 
plunged a sword into her heart as she sees that 
this Babe of hers “is set for a sign which shall 
be contradicted.”* Both St. Joseph’s face and 
attitude indicate utter weariness; his head is rest- 
ing on his hand and his eyes opened to their full 
extent as though he were striving with all his 
strength to overcome the sleep to which he dares 
not yield. For the artist, the picture holds 
beauty; to the poet, it offers suggestion; to the 
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contemplative, it speaks of unselfishness and 
sacrifice and love. 

Tradition has handed down many beautiful 
stories connected with the flight into Egypt, but 
perhaps none more touching than that of the 
leprous babe. It may have been told too many 
times to bear another repetition, and yet I am 
going to venture to tell it as briefly as I can. 
One night during their journey, the Holy Family 
sought and found shelter in a robber’s cave. The 
robber and his men were away, probably engaged 
in pillaging, but his wife gave cordial welcome to 
the pilgrims. She brought water to our Blessed 
Mother so that she might bathe the little Jesus 
and, when Mary had finished bathing the Divine 
Child, the poor woman felt urged to bathe in the 
water her own baby boy, all white with leprosy. 
And when she took him from the water, she saw 
that his leprosy was cured, that his flesh was 
ruddy with the hue of health. Unfortunately tra- 
dition says nothing of her joy and gratitude, but 
it does give the last chapter of the tale. Many 
years after the cure of the leprous babe, three 
men were dying, crucified, on Mount Calvary— 
the God-Man and two thieves. At first both 
thieves blasphemed the Christ, but finally one 
repented and cried out to Jesus: “Lord, remem- 
ber me when Thou shalt come into Thy king- 
dom. And Jesus said to him: Amen I say to thee, 
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this day thou shalt be with Me in paradise.” ? 
The repentant thief was Dismas, the leprous babe 
who had been cured by Jesus in the robber’s cave. 
May one not believe that it was Mary’s prayer 
which obtained from Jesus the cleansing of the 
body of Dismas from leprosy and the cleansing of 
his soul from sin? Happy thief who, as one old 
writer puts it: 


“Not satisfied with earthly thefts, 
Stole heaven itself from God.” 


But, to return to the Holy Family, whom we 
left on the road to Egypt. Finally the journey, 
beset with so many hardships and even actual 
dangers, was accomplished, and Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph reached the land in which they were to 
dwell until God told them to return to their own 
country. Authorities differ both as to the date 
of their flight and the length of time spent in 
Egypt. Baronius, quoted by Father Faber in his 
book The Foot of the Cross, thinks that Mary 
and Joseph fled with Our Lord in His first year 
and returned in his ninth; this would make the 
Holy Family spend seven full years in Egypt, the 
number commonly accepted by the faithful. As 
to their sojourn on the banks of the Nile, we know 
but little. There were many Jews and, as it was 
a Jewish custom to organize the men following 


2 [bid., xxiii. 42, 43. 


54 GOD’S MQTHER AND OURS 


trades into guilds, it is probable that Joseph in- 
troduced himself to the head of the carpenters’ 
guild so that he might obtain work and thus be 
able to provide for Mary and her Child. We can- 
not doubt that the Holy Family won the esteem 
and friendship of those around them; who could 
resist the courtesy of Joseph, the charm of Mary, 
the winsomeness of the Child? Just an ordinary 
life they lived, the holy three; but wherever they 
passed they left a blessing and sowed the seeds of 
sanctity that were to yield fruit in the lives of 
those Fathers of the Desert who formed what 
Father Faber calls “an enduring academy, in 
which all future generations of Catholic saints are 
to be brought up and to take their degrees.” 

Then at last the angel came again to Joseph 
in sleep and gave him the welcome summons: 
“Arise, and take the Child and His Mother and 
go into the land of Israel. For they are dead that 
sought the life of the Child.”* The next verse 
in St. Matthew’s gospel gives us the manner of 
Joseph’s answering: “Who arose, and took the 
Child and His Mother, and came into the land of 
Israel.” 

Did the Egyptians realize the greatness of their 
loss? Probably as little as do many Christians 
of today when sin takes from their souls the 
friendship of their God. 


8 Matt. ii. 20. 
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The return from Egypt, while not so precipi- 
tate—if one may use this word in connection with 
the actions of the Holy Family—as-had been the 
flight into Egypt, was not without its own pecu- 
liar difficulties. Perhaps one of the greatest of 
these difficulties was found in Jesus Himself. At 
the time of the flight, He had been a mere babe, 
easily carried by either Mary or Joseph; now He 
was a sturdy boy, probably about seven years 
old—it may be, even older. This would make it 
hard for His young Mother, even for Joseph, ad- 
vanced in years, according to many writers, to 
carry Him for any distance. Yet, how could they 
let Him walk on the hot sand of the desert that 
was blistering His sacred little feet? He was 
conscious, too, of the weariness of the way, the 
glare of the sun upon the sand, the heat, the 
thirst that it caused. We know that He uttered 
no word of complaint, but Mary and Joseph had 
little need of words; they were only too conscious 
of how hard this journey was for the Boy whom 
they would so gladly have shielded from even the 
least suffering. But they were making the jour- 
ney in obedience to God’s command; then in 
obedience to the command of this same Boy, for 
He is God as well as Man. And so they continued 
on their way to Judea. They were not to reach 
Jerusalem, however, for, “hearing that Archelaus 
reigned in Judea in the room of Herod his father, 
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he [Joseph] was afraid to go thither: and being 
warned in sleep retired into the quarters of Gali- 
lee.”* The flight into Egypt was over; once 
more the holy three were dwelling in Nazareth of 
Galilee—Nazareth, the land of flowers, where the 
flower that rose up out of the root of Jesse> was 
to bloom for many years. 

For those who live in the world, perhaps one 
of the most helpful lessons we Religious can draw 
from the consideration of the flight of the Holy 
Family into Egypt is the lesson of unselfishness. 
While this virtue is evidenced in all the actions of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, it shines with a peculiar 
luster in this particular mystery. Physical suffer- 
ing, especially when of long duration, is prone to 
make forgetfulness of self well-nigh impossible; 
yet the twice-made journey across the desert, 
with all the inconvenience and even actual bodily 
pain that it entailed, aroused in each member of 
the Holy Family only sympathy for the others, 
never for self. The Divine Child, unmindful of 
the hardships to which He was subjected, thought 
only of sustaining Mary and Joseph with His in- 
finite strength, of flooding their souls with such 
peace and confidence as only God can impart. 
Mary’s heart was filled with grief at the thought 
that Jesus was forced to flee from His chosen 

4 Tbid., ii. 22. 
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people, that He was so hated by those whom He 
had loved with an everlasting love. “Yea, I have 
loved thee with an everlasting love.”’*® It was 
saddened, too, this heart of hers, by the daily 
happenings that brought discomfort to the human _ 
nature of her Child; happenings that she could 
not prevent, discomforts that she could not lessen. 
Then there was Joseph to be considered. His 
life had been so peaceful before she had been 
espoused to him. He had given himself to God 
from early youth, but God had asked no great 
proof of his love until Mary and Jesus had come 

“into his life. Now, because of them, he is obliged 
to make this long and painful journey and to seek 
a means of livelihood in a pagan, unknown land. 
But Joseph thinks not of himself; his care is for 
the Mother and the Child. What matters about 
him, if only they are safe? 

There are few living in the world, whatever be 
their sex or age or station, who are not more or 
less responsible for the happiness and well-being 
of others; and faithfulness to this responsibility 
almost invariably calls for unselfishness. Parents 
must labor for their children, see to their physical 
and intellectual and moral development, shield 
them from impending danger, guide and counsel 
and restrain them; children must assist, if need 
be even support, their parents; husbands and 
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wives, brothers and sisters, teachers and pupils, 
all have duties toward one another, and duties, 
like responsibilities, call for unselfishness. The 
very obligations of social life make no small de- 
mands upon this virtue, while those of the truly 
Christian life can scarcely be fulfilled without it. 
It is very likely the absence of this unselfishness, 
this thoughtfulness for others, that has given 
piety so bad a reputation in many a Catholic 
home. Of course it is only a mistaken piety that 
gives cause for censure; for real piety never sep- 
arates the second of the two great command- 
ments, “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self,” from the first. A good rule of life to give 
those living in the world, and one easily remem- 
bered, may be summed up as follows: First, one 
should do the things that are commanded, either 
directly by the commandments of God or of His 
Church, or indirectly by the duties of her state or 
calling; secondly, one should do the things that 
are in some way helpful either to her neighbor or 
to herself; thirdly, one may do the things that are 
legitimately recreative and that consequently can 
be made meritorious by the good intention which 
actuates them. This rule is simple, easy to read 
and grasp; but, lived up to in all its perfection, 
it may make life little less than martyrdom. It 
is no light task to keep the commandments of 
% Mark xii. 31. 
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God and those of His Church when one lives in 
the midst of people who have no faith either in 
God or in the Church He established; it is still 
more difficult to hear—and heed—such counsels 
as: “Seek ye therefore first the kingdom of God,” ® 
or, “A new commandment I give unto you: That 
you love one another as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another.” ® 

The kingdom of God is not found in the riches, 
the honors, the pleasures, so eagerly sought in the 
world around us; indeed one may seek it in vain 
even in the midst of her own who, however well 
they love, may still love unwisely. Take the case 
of mixed marriages, for instance. How often does 
the Catholic husband or wife give up search for 
the heavenly kingdom to please the non-Catholic 
wife or husband or to keep peace in the home. 
Far better war unto death than peace purchased 
at so terrible a price; far less grievous to bear 
the displeasure of the creature than that of the 
Creator. 

We must love our neighbor as God has loved 
us; but how has God loved us? The Scriptures 
tell us: “God so loved the world, as to give His 
only-begotten Son,” *° equal to Him in all things, 
true God as well as true man, to die that we might 

8 Matt. vi. 33. 
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live. Comparatively few are called to sublime 
heights of unselfishness, but practically all are 
asked to make daily sacrifices for those with 
whom they are associated. Sometimes the sacri- 
fice is small, at other times it is great; but always 
it will be made willingly and cheerfully by one 
who is unselfish, one who keeps in continual re- 
membrance God’s commandment: Love your 
neighbor as I have loved you. 

Let one travel, then, with Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph both to and from Egypt and stay with 
them during their sojourn in that far-off pagan 
land. Seeing their forgetfulness of self, their 
solicitude for one another, nay, the sympathy 
they show, the help they give, to the strangers 
whom they meet on their journey or in whose 
midst they are forced to dwell, she may learn 
something of that unselfishness which will make 
her Egypt, her time of sorrow or suffering or exile, 
a paradise in which God will be pleased to 
walk,” ** a land rich in blessings for her neighbor 
and herself. 

To the one who aspires to the religious life, we 
must admit that Egypt means exile, a severing 
of the ties that bind her to family, home and 
country. The way to the new life looms dark 
before her, a desert such as the Holy Family trav- 
ersed when they fled from the land of Israel. 
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Like them, she will dwell among strangers in this 
unknown country of conventual life; but, unlike 
them, she will never be told by God to return to 
her earthly home, her land of Israel, that He asks 
her to leave for Him. True, she will not find 
pagans in her Egypt, but dwell rather in the 
midst of God’s chosen people, those who have left 
all things that they might be His disciples: 
“Leaving all things, they followed him”; * but 
as yet their ways are not her ways, and grace 
must win many a victory over nature before the 
“convent” becomes “home.” Ah, let us counsel 
this young soul to study the conduct of our 
Blessed Mother in the mystery of the flight into 
Egypt; she will find exemplified in it all the 
virtues of which she herself has need. 

First of all, there is prompt obedience to God’s 
call. Out into the darkness of the night Our Lady 
goes, with perfect trust in God and in Joseph, the 
earthly guide and guardian He has given her. 
So should the soul called by God to be His spouse 
obey the call with a trust like unto Mary’s in 
God and in the spiritual guide and guardian He 
has given her to help her know and do His will. 

Secondly, there is union with Jesus. Our 
Blessed Mother went out into the darkness, but 
she held, clasped to her breast, Him who is the 
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Light of the World," the Lamp of the City of 
God.* If one receives Jesus actually in daily 
Communion and so lives as to keep Him spirit- 
ually within her throughout the livelong day, nay 
through the night as well, she need not fear the 
journey across the desert of doubts and fears and 
misunderstandings and heartbreaks; for “when 
Jesus is present, all things go well,”** nor will 
she find life in her convent Egypt devoid of com- 
fort, for “to be with Jesus is a sweet paradise.” *® 

Thirdly, there is devotion to St. Joseph. Just 
as our Blessed Mother went to him for all she 
needed and placed implicit trust in his power and 
willingness to help her, so should this would-be 
spouse of Our Lord’s have recourse to him, real- 
izing that: Jesus still recognizes the claims of His 
Foster-Father and that the heart of Joseph in 
heaven is as kind as was the heart of Joseph on 
earth. 

Fourthly, there is devotion to the angels, 
especially to one’s Angel Guardian. We may be 
sure that the angels were busy during the flight 
of the Holy Family into Egypt; that they warded 
off dangers, overcame obstacles, brought relief in 
weariness and suffering. In these latter days, 

18 John viii. 12. 

14 Apoe. xxi. 23. 

15 Imit., Bk. II, chap. 8. 

16 Tbid. 
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man has become so enamoured of his intellectual 
powers that he refuses to believe the legends that 
made so colorful the life of earlier ages. While 
_ we give, of course, no dogmatic value to these 
legends, we confess that there is enough of the 
child in us to find a certain pleasure in them, 
enough of the artist to find a certain beauty. 
And so we love to picture the angels bending the 
branches of some tree to shade the Holy Family, 
bringing to them cooling water from a spring they 
had not seen, perhaps coming to play with the 
Divine Child, who was as well their King. And 
it may be that when evening gave no relief from 
the heat of the day, the angels fanned the Holy 
Family with their wings; Mary and Joseph would 
thank God for what they thought a cooling 
breeze; but Jesus, seeing what the angels did, 
would thank them with a smile. The angels are 
still powerful, still anxious to help all those who 
wish to serve God. Then, why should not she 
who seeks to enter the service of the King seek 
help from these princes of His heavenly court; 
above all, from the prince whom He has deputed 
to be her guardian, whom He has commanded 
never to leave her through all the days of her life? 
Poor Guardian Angels! How ungrateful they 
must often think us, if angels think such 
thoughts! And what a dance we lead them as 
they follow us through all our wanderings among 
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the marshes of sin and imperfection and weakness 
and distrust! Would that we might all be more 
mindful of these tender faithful friends! At least 
we may rejoice that one Guardian Angel has his 
full reward, the one God gave Our Lady to be 
with her through life. We may be certain that 
she was both grateful and loving; and, surely, the 
highest among the Seraphim might well be satis- 
fied with the love and the gratitude of God’s dear 
Mother. 

These are some of the ways in which the aspir- 
ant to the religious life may imitate our Blessed 
Mother; there are many others which Mary her- 
self will make known to her client if this client 
goes to her with love and confidence. Nay, Our 
Lady will do more than this. She will plead with 
Jesus for this soul who wishes to belong to Him, 
and He, as eager to please His Mother now as 
He was at Cana in Galilee, will remove all ob- 
stacles from the path of that Mother’s client and 
say to her in tones of tenderest love: “Arise, make 
haste, .. . and come.” ?? 

For those of us who have already entered the 
religious life, there are many Egypts, material 
and spiritual. Let us consider a few of the most 
common and see how our Blessed Mother’s way 
of acting in her Egypt may show us how to act 
in ours. 


17 Cant. ii. 10. 
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Our first flight came when we left the novitiate, 
when we were exiled from that happy land in 
which we scarcely had to think. for ourselves, 
where a premium was placed on blind obedience, 
while initiative was always below par. We won- 
der if any novices have ever thought of applying 
to themselves what Tennyson says of the gallant 
six hundred: “Ours not to reason why, ours but 
to do and die.” Of course novices do not die, 
most of them wax strong and healthy; it is only 
for the ones who reason why, that trouble lies in 
ambush. The day of our profession came, that 
day so ardently desired, and, clad in the armor 
of our holy vows, we were ready, nay eager, to 
fight the battles of the Lord in the world that lay 
round about us. But when we actually went 
forth and found that we were not only to fight 
but also to prepare both for defense and for 
attack—in other words that we were to be strate- 
gists as well as warriors—how helpless we felt! 
No Novice Mistress to whom to go for advice, no 
Sister novices to come to our assistance! We 
seemed to be real exiles and we were filled with 
an exile’s longing for the home that was ours no 
more. 

Gradually, however, we became accustomed to 
our new surroundings, we learned to think, to 
plan, to profit by our daily experience; in a word, 
we settled down in this Egypt, and then we were 
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sent to another! Oh, the weakness of the human 
heart! We who, by God’s grace, had been brave 
enough to leave home and loved ones for His 
sake, were filled with grief at the thought of leav- 
ing one house of our Order for another. Were 
they not both God’s houses? Did He not dwell 
in His sacramental presence in one as well as in 
the other? What did it matter that the living 
quarters were poorer, the duties heavier, the com- 
panions less agreeable? Surely, upon entering 
religion no one said to herself that she would 
dwell in any special kind of house, but only: 
“One thing I have asked of the Lord, this will I 
seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord all the days of my life.” ** 

There are indeed cases in which one seems 
justified in feeling regret at being sent to certain 
missions, but this regret must always be tempered 
by submission to God’s will and lessened by the 
knowledge that He will be with us even though 
we be deprived of all else. I think there is noth- 
ing harder for a Religious than to find herself 
placed where she will not have the spiritual helps 
to which she has been accustomed: daily Mass 
and Communion, weekly Confession, Benediction 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament, spiritual direc- 
tion. We Religious need all these things; they 
are, in truth, all we have; yet, if God sees fit to 
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deprive us of them, without any fault of ours, we 
may be sure that He will not suffer this depriva- 
tion to retard our soul’s progress along the path 
of perfection. Which of us doubts that our Blessed 
Mother increased daily in virtue during the flight 
into Egypt, the sojourn in that country and the 
return to the land of Israel? Yet, all the while 
she was unable to visit the Temple at Jerusalem, 
to assist at the religious services which were for 
the Jews what Mass and Benediction and the 
sacraments are for us Catholics. She had Our 
Lord with her! Yes; but so have we if only we 
keep our hearts pure and undefiled. 

There is still another Egypt for some of us into 
which we may be sent either in the early years of 
our religious life or when we have grown old in 
God’s service. It is a land of darkness and ob- 
scurity. The way lies across a desert which boasts 
no oasis of heavenly peace or earthly consolation. 
One day we meet no passing caravan to cheer us 
with the presence of human companionship; an- 
other day we have this companionship, but it 
yields us naught of comfort or of strength. It 
may be that we see no cause for this exile, that 
we feel we have not deserved this treatment either 
from the Creator or the creature; or it may be 
that we realize our exile is a chastisement that 
we have merited, but this makes it none the easier 
to bear. Success deserts us, friends fall away 
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from us, superiors misunderstand us, perhaps we 
cannot understand ourselves; the life from which 
we expected so much seems to be a complete 
failure. What are we todo? Look at our Blessed 
Mother as she flees into Egypt. The night is 
dark, the way obscure; day will bring only the 
glare of the sun as it beats on the desert sands; 
some days there will be no passing caravan; other 
days she will meet with insult or derision as trav- 
elers see how ill-provided are the Holy Three for 
the journey they are making. Can Our Lady see 
any just cause for this exile? Surely, her Babe 
could have saved Himself from Herod’s fury with- 
out submitting Joseph and her to this long and 
weary journey. Or, if she recalls the prophecy 
“ And I called My Son out of Egypt” *® and real- 
izes that this flight will bring about its fulfillment, 
does this make the journey easier? Does it not 
seem to connote failure, friendlessness, misunder- 
standing? Whom has our Blessed Mother to 
guide her through the wilderness, to guard her 
from every danger, to keep her in all her ways? 
She has always Jesus and Joseph, the Divine Pro- 
tector and the human. And these may be always 
ours. God will never forsake us and He will never 
fail to send us a human guide in the person of 
His priest when we have absolute need of one. 
So let us be at peace in our Egypt, whether it be 
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one of earthly exile or one of spiritual darkness. 
In God’s good time, the exile will end, the dark- 


ness yield to light, and “God shall wipe away all 
tears.” ?° 


20 Apoc. xxi. 4. 
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IV. 
THE LIFE AT NAZARETH 


“And Jesus advanced in wisdom, and age, and 
grace with God and men.’—St. Luxe ii. 52. 


oe exile of the Holy Family has ended; 

once more they are in their own land, in 
the midst of their people. Although Judea, not 
Galilee, had been their goal, their return to Naz- 
areth was not without its joys. St. Luke* speaks 
of Nazareth as the city of Mary and Joseph; and 
so they must have had a sense of home-coming as 
they approached the “land of flowers.” Nazareth, 
to be sure, is only a small village of Galilee, not 
far from Mount Thabor, but it is possessed of 
great natural beauty. It forms an amphitheater 
lying at the base of a circle of high hills and greets 
the eye of the traveler at a sharp bend of the road 
from Wady el Emir. The village itself stands on 
a hill, mounting the sides in terraces; and its 
white houses, surrounded by fig and olive trees 
and cactus hedges, look from a distance like large 
white flowers in the midst of foliage. The houses 
are built in much the same way as they were 
when the Holy Family dwelt in Nazareth and, as 

1ii. 39. 
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one looks at these dwellings, one can easily visual- 
ize the home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. There 
are usually two parts to the house: one a grotto- 
like room cut into the rock, the other built from 
this rock but resting against it and covered with 
a terrace roof of tree branches and clay. Such, 
they tell us, was the Holy House, having, too, a 
little garden and a well. 

As far as appearances went, the life of the Holy 
Family at Nazareth was very simple, differing 
little from the life of those around them. Joseph 
and Mary probably renewed acquaintance with 
relatives and former friends, and we may be sure 
that Jesus soon gained the affection of those who 
saw daily the beauty of His face and beheld the 
sweetness of His ways. There seems to be some- 
thing attractive about most children, even such 
as have little physical beauty; how great, then, 
must have been the attractiveness of the Child of 
whom the Royal Psalmist sings: “Thou art beau- 
tiful above the sons of men” !? Joseph worked 
at his trade to support Jesus and Mary; Mary 
attended to the household and, until Jesus was 
old enough to go to the synagogue school, taught 
Him as other mothers taught their children; 
Jesus helped His Mother as children are wont to 
do or, as He became a little older, spent some of 
His time with Joseph, who showed Him how to 


2Ps, xliv. 3. 


72 GOD’S MOTHER AND OURS 


fashion toys, perhaps, out of the bits of wood that 
strewed the workshop’s floor. Yet, all the while 
Mary and Joseph were adoring Him as their God, 
although, in compliance with the Divine Will, 
they treated Him as their Son. And so the days 
passed by, one much the same as the other, until 
Jesus reached His twelfth year and went with His 
parents, apparently for the first time, to keep the 
Pasch at Jerusalem. Then came the third dolor 
of our Blessed Mother, the three days’ loss of her 
beloved Child. She had heard the prophecy of 
Simeon when years before she offered her Babe 
in the Temple: “ Behold this Child is set for the 
fall and for the resurrection of many in Israel and 
for a sign which shall be contradicted. And thy 
own soul a sword shall pierce,” * and it had cast a 
shadow on every joy. The flight into Egypt had 
seemed to be the beginning of its fulfillment, but 
in both these sorrows, Jesus had been with her; 
now she had lost Him, she knew not why. This 
appears to be the only time that God allowed her 
mind to be obscured; and this obscurity, this un- 
certainty, formed no small part of her grief. At 
length, she and Joseph found Him “in the 
Temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, hear- 
ing them and asking them questions.” * 

The old life at Nazareth is resumed, and yet it 

3 Luke ii. 34, 35. 
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is not quite the same. As Jesus becomes older, 
His divinity shows itself more plainly, at least to 
Mary and Joseph, and they grow to lean upon 
Him, to consult Him, in the little happenings of 
their daily life. Soon, too, Jesus is able to help 
His Foster-Father and thus share in the main- 
tenance of the household. Some years ago, we 
remember reading about the first gift that He 
fashioned for His Mother, a small wooden work- 
box. According to the tale, for the truth of which 
we can in no way vouch, the box was kept in a 
certain Jewish family for many years, handed 
down as an heirloom from one generation to an- 
other. It always brought peace and joy of spirit 
to its possessor, no matter what might be his suf- 
ferings or afflictions. The story did not tell of 
the ultimate fate of the box; the last owner men- 
tioned, who kept the box in what we moderns 
would call a safety vault, died suddenly and the 
record of the box died with him. One can fancy 
how pleased our Blessed Mother must Have been 
with the handiwork of Jesus, and how this little 
wooden box must have been cherished by her 
even until her death. 

The next sorrow that came to the little home 
at Nazareth was the death of St. Joseph. Dear 
St. Joseph, how faithful he had been to his trust! 
How carefully he had guarded the Mother and 
the Son! And now he is to leave them. He had 
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been in very truth the “shadow of the eternal 
Father,” as he is. called by some writers, a shadow 
that enveloped the virginity of Mary and con- 
cealed the Divine Sonship of Jesus until God 
willed to make it known. 

How tenderly Jesus and Mary must have min- 
istered to him when the time came for him to die! 
Tf the death of all His sats is precious in the 
sight of the Lord,’ how precious beyond price 
must have been the death of Joseph, whom God 
had chosen to be the guardian and protector of 
Jesus and His Mother! His was indeed a happy 
death, and it is with good reason that he is looked 
upon as the patron of the dying; yet, even to 
Joseph death meant sacrifice. For years he had 
lived with Jesus and Mary in closest union. One 
or the other was with him throughout the live- 
long day: Mary in the home, Jesus in the work- 
shop. At meals and in the quiet of the evening 
the three were together, and it was Joseph’s 
privilege to listen to the voices that make heaven’s 
sweetest music. And now this life must end and 
years pass before he sees again the faces of his 
Spouse and Foster-Son or hears the voices he has 
learned to love so well. He, like the holy ones 
who died before him, must await in Limbo the 
coming of the Christ who alone can open the gates 
of heaven. Of course the sacrifice was made will- 

5 Ps. exv. 15. 
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ingly; had Joseph ever shown anything but will- 
ingness when there was question of obeying God? 
A last word, a last look, freighted with a love we 
may not understand, and Joseph had gone to join 
the patriarchs and the prophets; and the home 
at Nazareth held only two, the Mother and the 
Son. 

Of these last years at Nazareth, who can speak? 
The outward life went on as usual: Jesus work- 
ing as a carpenter to support His Mother, Mary 
looking after the household for her Son. But, 
oh, the wonderful talks, the still more wonderful 
silence, when Jesus and Mary were at home 
together! We may conjecture, with all due rev- 
erence, that He told her something of His future 
work, of the glory that would accrue to the Eter- 
nal Father from the labors and the sufferings of 
the Eternal Son; told her, perhaps, of the part 
she was to play in the great work of the world’s 
redemption and of the honor she would thus give 
to the Triune God. Surely He gave her comfort, 
too, and promised that His omnipotence should 
sustain her amid the waters of tribulation in 
which she was so soon to be engulfed. It may be 
that they talked about the days of His infancy 
and childhood and that He thanked her for her 
loving care of Him. Then she would tell Him 
of Joseph’s share in His guardianship and, looking 
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at Joseph’s vacant chair, beg Jesus to bless anew 
His faithful Foster-Father. 

And all the while our Blessed Mother realized 
that this life at Nazareth was soon to end, that 
once again Jesus would “be about His Father’s 
business,” * and that she would be left alone. At 


last the day comes, Jesus bids her farewell, the -— 


hidden life at Nazareth is only a beautiful memory, 
to be kept within her heart. 

There are so many lessons to be learned at 
Nazareth that one hesitates which to choose. An 
important one which we may offer those living in 
the world is undoubtedly that of spiritualizing the 
duties of daily life. Even at the risk of proving 
wearisome, we are going to repeat the old refrain: 
it is not so much what we do that matters, as 
how and why we do it. St. Louis of France be- 
came a saint as king; St. Zita gained her saint- 
ship in domestic service. And, oh, how many 
unknown saints there are in the world that lies 
round about us, souls struggling in riches or pov- 
erty, honor or dishonor, health or sickness, to 
promote the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls! Household tasks, social duties, legitimate 
pleasures—all may be offered to God and find 
favor in His sight. After all, what difference does 
it make what we do, provided we do it for God? 
He has no need of our assistance. Even when 

* Luke ii. 49. 
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we try hardest to further His interests, we are 
like little children whom a loving father allows to 
think they are helping him although in reality he 
is doing the work. They are showing their love 
by their willingness to aid him—that is all the 
father asks; and that is all God asks of us. More- 
over, if one really wishes to be a follower of 
Christ, He will let her find the cross in tasks and 
duties and pleasures so that, bearing it for His 
dear sake, she may become in very truth His 
disciple.” Another lesson found in the life at 
Nazareth is that taught by the three days’ loss. 
Our Blessed Mother loses Jesus when, undoubt- 
edly at no small inconvenience to herself, she is 
fulfilling a religious duty. The lesson conveyed 
is the obligation of fulfilling religious duties no 
matter what the cost. God never asks impossi- 
bilities, and the Church but reflects His justice 
and His mercy. One has only to examine the ten 
commandments of God and the six command- 
ments of the Church to realize the truth of these 
statements. Yet, one must remember that God 
is omniscient and that He cannot be deceived as 
to her ability to fulfill a religious duty, even 
though she may deceive herself. But if this ful- 
filling entails a possible material loss? Then one 
must remind herself that our Blessed Mother, in 
fulfilling her religious duties, lost what she held 
7 Matt. xvi. 24, 
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dearest; Jesus, her Divine Son. One might con- 
sole oneself, however, by recalling that Our Lady 
found her Son, and let this finding teach still an- 
other lesson. Mary found Jesus only after she 
had “sought Him sorrowing.”*® So, too, must 
one seek Him sorrowing when she has lost Him 
by sin and unfaithfulness; so, too, will she find 
Him in the Temple, in the tabernacle of His love. 
She will think little then of the material loss that 
fidelity to her religious duties may have entailed; 
for Jesus will come down into the Nazareth of 
her soul and enable her to advance “in wisdom 
. and grace with God and men.” ®. 

The great lesson of the hidden life at Nazareth 
that we may put before one who wishes to enter 
religion is plainly the lesson of obedience. ‘And 
He went down with them and came to Nazareth 
and was subject to them.”*° One usually meets 
with many difficulties in following a religious 
vocation, and the only safe path through the 
labyrinth of one’s own doubts, the pleading of 
parents, and the dissuasion of friends, is the path 
of simple, unquestioning obedience. God not only 
speaks Himself to the soul by inspiring her with 
a desire to belong unreservedly to Him and an 
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attraction for conventual life, but He also gives 
her, in the person of His priest, a human guide to 
direct her in His name. This priest, this alter 
Christus, this other Christ, as he is often called, 
must answer to God for the soul entrusted to his 
care; by his words he will show her the way that 
leads to God and make known to her what he be- 
lieves to be God’s will in her regard; by his 
priestly power, he will absolve her from her sins 
and infuse into her soul the life of grace, so that 
she may have strength and courage to follow 
God’s way and fulfill God’s will. Nor need this 
soul be fearful of not obeying God when she obeys 
His representative; for Christ, speaking of His 
priests, has said: ‘He that heareth you, heareth 
Me.” ** 

Another lesson this soul might learn at Naz- 
areth is the lesson of patience. Sometimes her 
desire to enter religion must be held in abeyance 
for weeks or months or years, and it is hard to 
understand why God permits the delay; she might 
be doing so much for Him in the convent; she 
can do so little in the world. We wonder if Mary 
ever asked herself why Jesus was spending so 
many years hidden at Nazareth when He, “the 
Light of the World,” ?? might have been dispers- 
ing the darkness that overhung the Gentile na- 

11 Ibid., x. 16. 
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tions; why He was satisfied to ply His trade of 
a, carpenter when He might have been performing 
miracles so stupendous as to place His divinity 
beyond the shadow of a doubt: We do not think 
that our Blessed Mother ever put such questions, 
even to herself; but if the “why” came to her 
mind, a passing thought unsummoned by her will, 
we are quite sure that she answered: Because it 
is God’s will. We are all nearsighted when there 
is question of spiritual things; only the eye of 
God looks out into the distance and sees what 
will be best for us in time and in eternity. So let 
us tell the soul who longs to be Christ’s spouse to 
wait patiently until He bids her come; but to so 
use the time of waiting as to increase both her 
love for Jesus and her desire to consecrate herself 
to Him. Let her be content, as our Blessed 
Mother was, to have Jesus hide His divinity; 
some day He will disclose it, will break the fetters 
that bind His little spouse, will bring her to the 
convent home for which she has longed; and her 
union with Him will be all the sweeter because 
of the delay. “Come, ...Myspouse ... thou 
hast wounded My heart.” ** 

By us who are in truth spouses of Christ, what 
lessons can be learned at Nazareth? Those that 
we should put into practice during the greater 
part of our religious life. 

18 Cant. iv. 8, 9. 
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Obedience heads the list, but obedience seen 
from many viewpoints. So as to simplify matters, 
however, we can reduce these viewpoints to three: 
vows, rules, superiors. Are we to leave out God? 
Not at all, for it is He whom we obey in the keep- 
ing of vows and rules and in the carrying out of 
a superior’s commands or wishes. So much has 
been written, and well written, on this matter of 
obedience that, instead of following the highroad 
of learned dissertation, we prefer to wander along 
the bypath of practical experience. 

Vows and rules may be considered as duties 
toward God, since they are fetters love has forged 
to bind us to Him anew. How do we fulfill these 
duties, how acquit ourselves of these obligations 
voluntarily assumed? Our Blessed Mother made 
only one of the vows we make, that of. virginity; 
but the duties and obligations of wife and mother 
were natural consequences of her marriage vow 
and may, in a certain sense, take the place of our 
vow of obedience. Poverty, too, followed in the 
wake of her marriage with Joseph; a poverty 
which, like that of a Religious, was always one 
of dependence and detachment, sometimes one of 
actual suffering. It is probable, also, that she had 
a plan of life which, like the rules of the Religious, 
yielded only to necessity or charity. 

Granting all this, how does our fidelity compare 
with hers? What about our attachments, our 
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dispensations, our invalid or illicit permissions? 
What about our regular observance, our love— 
practical love—for the common life? What about 
our purity of intention, even when our actions 
themselves are good? What about our changes 
in the order of the day, not made through neces- 
sity or charity, but simply because we are tired 
of routine; it makes life so monotonous! Yes, it 
does; but the life at Nazareth, considered from a 
natural point of view, must have been fairly 
monotonous. Perhaps our trouble is that we look 
at things from a natural point of view. If we do, 
perfection will hardly be ours, we are not even 
tending to it; yet there is an uncompromising 
statement found in the most approved spiritual 
writers: Religious are obliged (by their state) to 
tend to perfection. ; 

All this is very disheartening but, when we 
consider obedience to superiors, matters become 
worse. There is something dignified about vows 
and rules; the vows give a right to be called 
spouses of Christ; the rules, generally speaking, 
have been written by a saint. But the superior! 
A mere woman, perhaps younger, less learned, less 
experienced, less holy (in our opinion), than our- 
selves! This may be true; but, after all, what 
difference does it make? Are we obeying the 
woman or the authority that she represents? 
“Let every soul be subject to higher powers. For 
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there is no power but from God: and those that 
are, are ordained of God.”** Superiors who have 
been validly elected or appointed, are indeed “ or- 
dained of God”; and when we obey them, we 
are in reality obeying Him. 

Humility, another virtue to be learned at Naz- 
areth, would probably make obedience less irk- 
some. In order of dignity, we speak of the Holy 
Family as Jesus, Mary and Joseph; in order of 
authority, Joseph, Mary and Jesus. Mary obeys 
Joseph, and Jesus obeys them both. Shall we 
ever have a superior as inferior to us as Joseph 
and Mary, in spite of their great holiness, were 
inferior to Jesus? 

A second virtue humility would foster is the 
love of a hidden life, a life such as our Blessed 
Mother led at Nazareth. Pleasure, or perhaps 
one should say amusement, has become so suc- 
cessful a ruler of life in the world that it is eager 
to try its power in the convent. Friends, more 
affectionate than wise, would share with us the 
good things of earth, and hence suggest auto 
rides, social visits and the like. While, in them- 
selves, such amusements are in no way sinful, we 
fear that they are very likely to lead the Relig- 
ious into sin. At all events, they are certainly 
neither edifying to externs nor suited to Relig- 
ious. Can we picture our Blessed Mother in- 
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dulging in such pleasures? Can we even imagine 
that she would consider them pleasures? We 
read of her that she left her home only when 
called upon to do so by necessity or charity; can 
the same be said of us non-cloistered Religious? 
We have no grille, it is true; but should not our 
religious habit—above all, the crucifix we wear, 
proclaiming us spouses of the Crucified—separate 
us more effectually than an iron grating from the 
world and its amusements? We all need recrea- 
tion; but let us recreate in our own convent and 
with the members of our own Community, as 
Mary recreated with Jesus and Joseph in the little 
home at Nazareth. Her greatest pleasure was to 
be with Jesus; can we not make it ours? 

There is still another viewpoint from which we 
might study this virtue of humility—that of never 
seeking recognition of our virtue or our ability. 
True, Scripture tells us to let our light so shine 
before men that they, seeing our good works, may 
glorify our Father who is in heaven;* but if we 
do the good works, God will attend to having 
them seen when the seeing will really glorify Him. 
We need not turn the white light on ourselves. 
The same holds true of our ability. If we have 
any, let us use it for God’s glory, but not trouble 
ourselves with displaying it to men. Think of 
our Blessed Mother’s virtues, virtues that she 

15 Matt. v. 16. 
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sought to hide from all save God. Think of her 
wonderful intellect, her literary ability; but the 
intellect occupied itself only with the things of 
God, the literary ability gave only a single glimpse, 
the Magnificat, of the heights to which it could 
reach. 

There is one more virtue to be studied before 
we leave Nazareth: the beautiful virtue of char- 
ity. Undoubtedly the highest praise that we can 
give this virtue is found in the writings of St. 
John: “God is charity: and he that abideth in 
charity, abideth in God, and God in him.” ** To 
abide in God, to have God abide in us, surely this 
is heaven on earth. Was not the home at Naz- 
areth, the dwelling of the Earthly Trinity, as near 
an approach to heaven as could be found on earth? 
And has not the convent in which charity reigns 
something of the peace and happiness of Naz- 
areth’s little home? There was never an unkind 
word at Nazareth, never an unkind thought; only, 
reverence, trust and love. There was never an 
unwillingness to serve; rather were Mary and 
Joseph rivals for the office of server, and Jesus 
says of Himself that He came not “to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister.”*" There was 
never any impatience or annoyance or discontent; 
in all the happenings of life, the Holy Family saw 

1671 John iv. 16. 

17 Mark x. 46. 
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God’s will; Jesus came down from heaven, not to 
do His own will, but the will of Him that sent 
Him,'* and Mary and Joseph were only too eager 
to follow the example of Jesus in doing the will 
of the Father. 
- One would have lived in an atmosphere of love 
at Nazareth and in an atmosphere of prayer as 
well. The necessary conditions for perfect prayer, 
as given by spiritual writers, are: faith, hope and 
confidence, charity, humility, and entire reliance 
upon the mercy of God. Was there ever any spot 
on earth where these conditions were more per- 
fectly fulfilled than in the home of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph? If the exile of Patmos beheld 
“golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers 
of the saints,”*® what must have been the fra- 
grance of the prayers of Joseph, the “ just man,” *° 
of Mary, the Queen of Saints, and of Jesus, the 
Saint of Saints, as these prayers were borne by 
angels to the great white throne of God? Their 
prayer possessed, too, a condition—or should one 
call it a quality?—not included in the above enu- 
meration: the condition of perseverance. This 
last condition is for us, perhaps, the hardest. Any 
habitually repeated act becomes tiresome unless 
some strong motive urges us to perform it; and 

18 John vi. 38. 

19 Apoc. v. 8. 

20 Matt. i. 19. 
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love must be the motive of our prayer if we would 
pray always and not faint.2* Indeed, without 
love, personal love for God, the religious life is 
well-nigh impossible; one does not live it, but 
simply goes through its daily routine in a mechan- 
ical way with little glory to God and little good 
to one’s own soul or to the souls of others. But 
when one loves, all things are easy; for, as the 
author of the Imitation tells us: ‘Love feels no 
burden, values no labors, would willingly do more 
than it can; complains not of impossibility, be- 
cause it conceives that it may and can do all 
things. It is able therefore to do anything, and 
it performs and effects many things where he that 
loves not faints and lies down.” ” 

We could spend years at Nazareth without ex- 
hausting the possibilities it offers for learning the 
ways of God; since, however, we must journey 
farther with our Blessed Mother, we can only ask 
her to let us take with us something of the spirit 
that filled the holy house. Some of us will have 
our Egypt, perhaps our Jerusalem, but by all of 
us the greater part of our religious life will be 
passed in the hidden life at Nazareth. There, in 
the performance of our simple duties, in the ob- 
servance of our vows and rules, we too shall ad- 
vance in wisdom and age and grace with God and 

21 Luke xviii. 1. 

22 Bk. III, chap. 5. 
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men; ** there we shall garner such stores of grace 
and strength as may enable us to endure the 
Exile or the Passion should God deign to give us 
share in them; then, if we are faithful to the end, 
it will be given us to sing with the spouse in the 
Canticle of Canticles: “Behold, my beloved 
speaketh to me: Arise, make haste, my love, my 
dove, my beautiful one, and come.” ** And, fol- 
lowers of our Blessed Mother at death as we have 
tried to be in life, we shall answer to His call: 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done 
to me according to thy word.” 7° 

23 Luke ii. 52. 

244i. 10. 


25 Luke i. 38. 


V. 
THE PASSIONTIDE 


“There stood by the Cross of Jesus, His 
Mother.’—St. JoHN xix. 25. 


oe hidden life of Jesus has ended, the public 
ministry has begun. During the first, the 
Mother is always with the Son; during the second, 
we rarely meet her until, the days of His brief 
triumph past, we see her standing by the Cross on 
which He hangs, “despised, and the most abject 
of men, a Man of sorrows,’’* “offered because it 
was His own will.”? Some of the praise accorded 
His doctrine and His miracles during the public 
ministry might have redounded to His Mother, 
and hence she remained in the background; but 
on Calvary, the Mother of the Condemned will 
find only shame and derision, and so that Mother 
comes forward and stands beneath the Cross. 
While Mary did not accompany Jesus as He 
went about “teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom and healing 
all manner of sickness and every infirmity among 


1Jg. liii. 3. 
2 Ibid., liii. 7. 
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the people,’ *® there is no doubt that she some- 
times went to Him and that He sometimes came 
to her. We read in the Scriptures that one day, 
while He was speaking to the multitude, “ His 
Mother and His brethren came and, standing 
without, sent unto Him, calling Him. And the 
multitude sat about Him; and they say to Him: 
Behold, Thy Mother and Thy brethren without 
seek for Thee.” * The calm way in which Jesus 
is told of His Mother’s presence would seem to 
imply that there was nothing unusual in her com- 
ing to Him. Again, at the wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, we find both Jesus and Mary among the 
guests: “There was a marriage in Cana of Gali- 
lee: and the Mother of Jesus was there. And 
Jesus also was invited.”* We may be sure that 
when Mary was unable to hear the preaching of 
Jesus and to witness the miracles He wrought, 
she was told of both the one and the other by 
some who had been present. She would naturally 
take a great interest in those whom He chose to 
be His apostles, the pastors and teachers of the 
Church He was to found, and they in turn would 
do all in their power to keep the Mother informed 
of everything that concerned her Son. Of what 
separation from the Sacred Humanity meant to 

3 Matt. iv. 23. 

4 Mark iii. 31, 32. 

5 John ii. 1, 2. 
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her, we can form no faintest idea. She had always 
loved Jesus as no other creature could love Him, 
but the love she felt for Him when He came to 
her at Bethlehem was but a shadow of the love 
she gave Him when He went from her at Naz- 
areth. Each day had shown her some new per- 
fection in this wonderful Son of hers, or at least 
some old perfection seen in a new light. The 
lovely Babe developed into the winsome Child, 
the attractive Youth, the majestic Man. As His 
individuality became more apparent, so did His 
divinity shine forth with ever-increasing clearness 
to the Mother who not only loved Him as her Son 
but adored Him as her God. She beholds Him 
now the cynosure of all eyes; she learns that the 
people want to make Him king (“Jesus therefore, 
when He knew that they would come to take Him 
by force, and make Him king, fled again into the 
mountain, Himself alone”*), she is told of His 
triumphal entrance into Jerusalem when “they 
that went before and they that followed, cried, 
saying: “Hosanna: blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.”* And all the while she 
remembers the prophecy of holy Simeon: “Be- 
hold this Child is set for the fall and for the resur- 
rection of many in Israel and for a sign which 
shall be contradicted. And thy own soul a sword 
6 John vi. 15. 
7 Mark x1. 9. 
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shall pierce.”*® Three times already has this 
sword pierced her soul: at the time of Simeon’s 
prophecy; when she was forced to flee with her 
Child into Egypt; and again when for three days 
she lost Him and knew not why He had left her. 
Each time the piercing has been sharper, deeper, 
more cruel; for each time it has found her soul 
filled with an ever-increasing love for the Son 
whose sufferings cause her own. But she knows 
that the worst is still to come, that the sufferings 
He has already endured are as nothing compared 
with those that still await Him. Not yet has the 
prophecy of Isaias been fulfilled: “There is no 
beauty in him, nor comeliness: and we have seen 
Him, and there was no sightliness, that we should 
be desirous of Him... and we have thought 
Him as it were a leper, and as one struck by God 
and afflicted.”® Once more she will see His face 
before His chosen people despoil it of its beauty; 
for it is probable, indeed practically certain, that 
she was with Lazarus and his two sisters when 
Jesus went to Bethany, and that it was at their 
home she bade Him farewell and saw Him for 
the last time until she met Him in the disfigure- 
ment of His Passion. One scarcely dares to speak 
of the parting of Jesus and Mary, a silent parting 
we imagine, for sorrow such as theirs can find no 
8 Luke ii. 34, 35. 
91s, lili, 2, 4. 
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words. There is but little in the Gospel narrative 
to tell us of Mary’s movements during the Passion 
of Jesus; St. John is the only one of the evan- 
gelists who makes mention of her at all in con- 
nection with this awful tragedy, and he simply 
tells us that “there stood by the cross of Jesus, 
His Mother.”*® In the devotion of the Way of 
the Cross, the Church shows us our Blessed 
Mother in four of the Stations. In the fourth 
Station, we see her as she meets Jesus on His way, 
to Mount Calvary, carrying the Cross that weighs 
Him down to earth; in the twelfth, she stands 
beneath the Cross on which He is dying; in the 
thirteenth, she receives His dead body, which 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus have taken 
down from the Cross; in the fourteenth, she be- 
holds His body placed in that “new sepulcher, 
wherein no man yet had been laid.” ** These are 
but gleanings from the vast fields of our Blessed 
Mother’s sorrows, fields that long years of perfect 
correspondence with the wondrous graces God has 
given her have surely made “white already to 
harvest,” ?” but our hearts will help us to conjec- 
ture how such a Mother would spend the Pas- 
siontide of such a Son. 

Some one of the apostles or of the disciples 

10 John xix. 25. 

11 Jbid., xix. 41. 

12 Tbid., iv. 35. 


94 GOD’S MOTHER AND OURS 


would tell her of the celebration of the Pasch 
Thursday evening and of the institution of the 
Blessed Sacrament. She would be informed, too, 
of the treason of Judas and of the apprehension 
of Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. If John 
was her informant, as seems probable, he would 
confess with shame how he and the other two 
apostles slept while Jesus prayed in agony. He 
could not tell of the tortures of that night in 
prison when Jesus was the sport of the Roman 
soldiers, a mock King, struck and spit upon,** for 
as yet he himself was ignorant of the details of 
Jesus’ imprisonment. Did Mary know them? 
She was so closely united with Him that it may 
be He permitted her to see these sufferings so 
that, sharing the more His ignominy, she might 
share the more His glory. It seems almost certain 
that John was with her when she met Jesus bear- 
ing His Cross, and that this same Apostle accom- 
panied her to Mount Calvary, since he stood with 
her beneath the Cross.* How wonderful the 
grouping on Calvary’s Mount! The God-Man, 
the Virgin Mother, the Beloved Disciple, the 
Sinner of the City, and the holy woman, Mary of 
Cleophas. Sometimes, as we have pondered on 
the marvelous power of the priest, who can bring 
God down from heaven and save men’s souls from 
13 Mark xv. 19. 
14 John xix. 26. 
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hell, we have almost envied men their privilege 
of the priesthood; but as we gaze upon this group 
of Calvary, we glory in our womanhood; since 
woman, whether saint or sinner, feared not to 
show herself the follower of “the Son of man... 
delivered up to be crucified.”*® For three long 
hours this group remained on Calvary, all stand- 
ing save the Magdalen, who knelt at the foot of 
the Cross and held it in embrace. His Mother 
has seen the body of Jesus nailed to the Cross, 
has heard the blows of the hammer, the awful 
thud as the executioners, having raised the Cross) 
let it fall into the hole prepared for it. And now 
she stands beneath her Crucified Son, offering 
Him, even as He offered Himself, a ransom for 
the souls of men. A darkness is coming over the 
earth, as if to hide this scene of iniquity from the 
sight of God and man. Our Blessed Mother may 
draw close to the Cross now, for the Jews, filled 
with fear on beholding this mysterious darkness, 
have fallen away, and the Roman soldiers are 
busy throwing dice for the garments of the Cruci- 
fied. Mary looks up at Jesus and, as she sees the 
title affixed to the Cross, “Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews,” the old home life at Nazareth 
comes before her and she beholds in vision her 
Jesus who was then “beautiful above the sons 


15 Matt. xxvi. 2. 
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of men,”*® but in whom, as He hangs on the 
Cross, there is neither beauty nor comeliness nor 
sightliness; +” for “from the sole of the foot unto 
the top of the head, there is no soundness,” but 
only “wounds and bruises.” ** 

A great stillness broods over Calvary; even the 
sounds of nature are hushed during these hours 
of the Creator’s agony. And then our Blessed 
Mother hears the voice that is far sweeter to her 
than the sound of angels’ hymning. Seven times 
she will hear this voice on Calvary, and each time 
it will pierce her heart; a sword-thrust from a 
blade that love and grief have sharpened. 

Oh, the beauty of these last words of Jesus! 
A plea for the forgiveness of those who have 
crucified Him, a promise of pardon to the repent- 
ant thief, the gift of His Mother to sinful men, 
a craving to assuage not so much His bodily thirst 
as the thirst He has for souls, His agonized appeal 
to the God who has apparently forsaken Him, 
His testament that His work is finished, the com- 
mending of His soul into the hands of the Eternal 
Father. 

The end has come, Jesus is dead, a childless 
Mother stands beneath the Cross! For a short 
time she will hold His lifeless form in her arms 

16 Pg. xliv. 3. 

17 [bid., Titi. 2. 

18 Tbid., i. 6. 
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and try to remove, as best she may, the marks of 
the cruel treatment to which He has been sub-. 
jected; she will wash the blood from the wounds 
and bruises, adoring it the while as the price of 
man’s salvation and of her own immaculate con- 
ception. Then she will follow her Beloved to the 
sepulcher belonging to Joseph of Arimathea; for 
Jesus, poor in death as in life, will rest in a bor- 
rowed tomb. A last farewell, a last look of a love 
that is almost infinite, and Mary, her Way of the 
Cross ended, goes back to the city of Jerusalem. 
No longer is it the City of Peace, but rather a 
city of unrest filled with premonitions of its im- 
pending ruin. Many of its inhabitants had wit- 
nessed the awful scene that followed Jesus’ death, 
when “the veil of the Temple was rent in two 
from the top even to the bottom: and the earth 
quaked, and the rocks were rent”; *® how could 
they help being sore afraid,” as was the centurion, 
and saying with him, “Indeed this was the Son 
of God”’??° To some of these people fear brought 
faith; in others it increased incredulity and hard- 
ness of heart. 

There was no further need for our Blessed 
Mother to appear abroad; her Divine Son was no 
longer in the power of His enemies. His body, 
until the moment came for His resurrection, would 

19 Matt. xxvii. 51. 

20 Jbed., xxvii. 54. 
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rest in Joseph’s tomb; His soul had already de- 
scended into Limbo to console the souls of the 
just who were waiting for Him to open the gates 
of heaven that they might enter into the eternity 
of bliss He had purchased for them by His suffer- 
ings and death. Alone in some quiet room, prob- 
ably provided for her by the Beloved Disciple 
whom Jesus had given her as a son, our Blessed 
Mother went over in spirit the terrible events 
which had been crowded into the past few days. 
It was, in very truth, a heart-breaking review, 
but yet there was no feeling of rebellion or self- 
pity. Nay; mingled with her sorrow and her 
loneliness, there was joy at the thought that Jesus’ 
sufferings were over, God’s justice satisfied, men’s 
souls redeemed. As for her own sorrow and lone- 
liness, it was God’s will that she should bear 
them; and the Mother of Sorrows, as well as the 
Maid of Nazareth, was the handmaid of the Lord. 
All her life she had trusted God, and her trust in 
Him did not fail her in this her hour of sore dis- 
tress. The faith of the entire Church was treas- 
ured in her heart, the holy writers tell us, and she 
awaited peacefully and confidently, although with 
a yearning we can hardly understand, the fulfill- 
ment of that promise Jesus had made to His 
disciples: “The Son of man shall be betrayed 
into the hands of men, and they shall kill Him; 
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and after that He is killed, He shall rise again the 
third day.” ** 

It would seem as though one could hardly imi- 
tate our Blessed Mother during these later years 
of her life, above all during the time of Jesus’ 
Passion, when her sufferings made her the Queen 
of Martyrs; yet she does not cease to be the Model 
God has given, and hence we shall surely find 
some ways in which to imitate her, even though 
it be at an almost infinite distance. 

One of the great characteristics of this part of 
Our Lady’s life, although there is no part of that 
life which it does not characterize, is her unselfish- 
ness; a virtue required in the home as well as in 
the cloister. Who indeed must be more unselfish 
than the Christian mother, ready to sacrifice her 
health and strength, her very life, for the children 
God has given her? A mother’s love has become 
proverbial; Our Lord himself speaks of it in a 
way that would appear to rank it second to His 
own love for mankind. (‘‘Can a woman forget 
her infant, so as not to have pity on the son of 
her womb? And if she should forget, yet will not 
I forget thee.” *’) Then there are other loves in 
the home: that of husband and wife, of father 
for children, of children for parents, of brothers 
and sisters. If one goes beyond the home, there 

21 Mark ix. 30. 
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is the love of friends, a love that is sometimes as 
strong, perhaps even stronger, than that of blood 
relations. And there is not a single one of these - 
loves which does not call for unselfishness if it is 
to endure until the end. But how is one to prac- 
tice this unselfishness? As our Blessed Mother 
practiced it. When the time came for Jesus to 
leave her that He might enter upon His public 
ministry, she made no demur. She showed sor- 
row, yes; but she also manifested her perfect 
acquiescence with the will of the Son who was 
her God; nay, she even rejoiced that He was 
again to go about His Father’s business** and to 
prove Himself the Messias to such as were pre- 
pared to receive Him. At the marriage feast in 
Cana she, who had never asked miraculous aid 
for herself, even during those trying days of the 
flight into Egypt or the still more terrible ones 
of the three days’ loss, hesitates not to implore it 
that the newly wedded pair may not be put to 
shame before their guests. In her eagerness to 
spare the feelings of others, she forgets herself; 
she who so loves to keep retired, whose voice is 
so rarely heard, now comes forward and tells the 
waiters what they are to do. And Jesus, seeing 
her unselfishness, not only works a miracle before 
His time has come, but later on would have His 
Mother’s words recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
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so that they might serve as a lesson to mankind 
through all the years of time.** 

Another lesson that our Blessed Mother teaches 
is how one should act in time of suffering and 
sorrow. When she hears that Jesus is in the hands 
of His enemies, her one desire is to go to Him, 
to be near Him until the end. There is never a 
thought of what this will mean for herself; the 
anguish she will endure at the sight of His tor- 
ments, the contempt and obloquy that will be 
hers as Mother of the Condemned. She can do 
nothing for Him? Will it be nothing to let Him 
see her face, to give Him a last proof of the love 
that is second only to His in its selflessness and 
tenderness and enduring strength? It will in- 
crease His suffering to see her suffer? Yes; but 
it is an increase He would not forego. He wants 
her with Him on Calvary as she was with Him 
at Bethlehem; at Bethlehem, the Eternal Father 
gave Him to her keeping, on Calvary she will 
give Him back. 

So should we counsel the woman of the world 
to meet her troubles bravely, seeking rather to 
console the loved ones who are suffering whether 
in body, mind or soul, than to cater to her own 
grief; thus will her presence yield them strength 
and courage to bear their cross, even though it be 
a cross of their own making. Whatever her own 

24 John ii. 1-11. 
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sufferings may-be, whether personal or caused by, 
the sufferings of others, let her take them to 
Mount Calvary and place them at the foot of 
Jesus’ Cross. How little they will seem as she 
compares them with the sufferings of the Son and 
the Mother! How small her cross beside the 
Cross of Jesus, how slight her grief beside the 
grief of Mary! Then will love bid suffering wel- 
come, since it brings her nearer to the Crucified. 
“God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
Cross of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

We shall find lessons, too, for her who wishes 
to bind herself anew to Jesus by the holy vows 
of religion; lessons of detachment, for she must 
leave home and loved ones, must let them go out 
of her daily life, if she would be about the busi- 
ness of the Eternal Father.2* She must go to 
meet the cross and travel on the road that Jesus 
chose, the road that leads to Calvary. (“If any 
man will follow Me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross.” *") And on that road she must 
meet as Mary met them, and bear as Mary bore 
them, fatigue and weariness, pain and sorrow, 
humiliation and contempt; because, like Mary, 
she would belong to Jesus Crucified. Let us bid 
her go to Mary and learn from this Blessed 

25 Gal. vi. 14. 

26 Luke ii. 49. 

27 Mark viii. 34. 
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Mother the lessons that she needs. Trust in God 
will be the first; a childlike trust that He will 
give her light and strength to know and to do His 
will; that He will overcome the opposition with 
which she may meet and show her loved ones 
how great an honor He is doing them and her by 
calling her to be His spouse. The pain of parting 
felt by her and by those she loves she might offer 
as her two brass mites to Him who did not de- 
spise the offering of the poor widow. (“And look- 
ing on, He saw the rich men cast their gifts into 
the treasury. And He saw also a certain poor 
widow casting in two brass mites. And He said: 
Verily, I say to you that this poor widow hath 
cast in more than they all. For all these have of 
their abundance cast into the offerings of God: 
but she of her want hath east in all the living 
that she had.” *8) 

Perseverance must be the object of her constant 
prayer; it is not enough for her to strive in the 
beginning to follow God’s call, but she must 
never cease striving until the call has been an- 
swered; for, as St. Paul tells us in his Epistle to 
the Hebrews: “ We are made partakers of Christ: 
yet so, if we hold the beginning of His substance 
firm unto the end.”’”? One grows so tired of 
struggling against opposition, especially when 

28 Luke xxi. 1, 4. 

29 Heb. iil. 14. 
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that opposition comes from those she loves. So 
many specious arguments are brought forward to 
convince her that duty requires her to remain in 
the world, or that her physical condition would 
render it impossible to follow a conventual life. 
Occasionally duty may require one to remain in 
the world, but, in a case of this kind, the decision 
should be made by some disinterested person, 
preferably one’s spiritual director, rather than by 
those for whom she is relinquishing her call to the 
religious life or, at least, delaying to answer it. 
The world, the flesh and the devil, are all past 
masters in the art of tempting, and the only way 
in which one can foil the designs of these enemies 
of God and of man, is by being perfectly honest 
with God and with the director He gives one, and 
perfectly obedient to the voice of God, heard in 
the voice of that director. Prayer, humble, loving 
prayer, that begs the assistance of God’s dear 
Mother, will bring victory over the most danger- 
ous and the most persistent temptations. She 
whose every thought was for Jesus, whose only 
pleasure was to be with Him, will know how to 
sympathize with the one who desires to belong to 
that dear Son and to spend herself in His service. 
Nay, she will do more than sympathize with this 
soul, she will love it; and, loving it, she will ask 
her Son to grant this soul’s desire, even as David 
granted the desire of Ethai the Gethite, and to 
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let her come and dwell in the House of the Lord. 
(“And Ethai answered the king, saying: As the 
Lord liveth, and as my lord the ‘king liveth: in 
what place soever thou shalt be, my lord, O king, 
either in death, or in life, there will thy servant 
be. And David said to Ethai: Come.” *°) 

But what does our Blessed Mother teach us, 
the spouses of her Son, by her life during the 
years of Jesus’ public ministry and the days of 
His Passiontide? That we must die to self if we 
would live for God; that zeal for God’s glory and 
for the salvation of souls should be our predomi- 
nant passion, a fire that consumes our soul; that 
Christ wishes us by our prayers, our works, our 
sufferings, to become His helpers in the redemp- 
tion of mankind. 

Physical death is always a punishment, God’s 
punishment of sin, for “the wages of sin is 
death’’; ** and yet it is only by dying that we 
may come to see the face of God in heaven. 
Death to self may be called man’s self-inflicted 
punishment of his own personal sins, and yet this 
death, too, is the only means by which he may 
come to see God on earth; see Him in all the 
events of life, whether they bring joy or sorrow; 
see Him in all men and thus be able to love and 
serve them for His sake. 

302 Kings xv. 21, 22. 

81 Rom. vi. 23. 
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It is self that hinders most of us Religious 
from advancing in perfection; self that makes us 
too cowardly to do or bear great things for God; 
self that fosters the pride we are wont to call 
sensitiveness, and keeps us far away from the 
Saviour who would have us learn of Him His 
lesson of meekness and humility. (“Learn of Me, 
because I am meek, and humble of heart.” *) 
Ah, let us study our Blessed Mother and see how 
she learned this lesson from her Son. Jesus leaves 
her to begin His public ministry, leaves her alone, 
making apparently no provision for her protection 
or her maintenance; and this, after she has lay- 
ished upon Him for thirty years a mother’s love 
and care! And we, how aggrieved we feel if we 
are subjected to some slight inconvenience; how 
prone we are to complain of being treated in this 
way after our years of service in religion! Ser- 
vice? Have we, then, been serving man that we 
should expect our reward from him? Why, no, 
we answer; we have been serving God. Then we 
must look for the reward He gives His true ser- 
vants, a resemblance to Himself, a place such as 
He occupied during His life on earth. (“The 
disciple is not above the master, nor the servant 
above his lord.” **) 

Recall, too, the visit our Blessed Mother made 

82 Matt. xi. 29. 

33 [bid., x. 24. 
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to Jesus during the days of His public ministry, 
the only visit recorded by the evangelists. Jesus 
is preaching to the multitude when His Mother 
comes and she, in her humility, seeks not to enter, 
although being His Mother would surely give her 
the right to do so; she “stands without” and 
awaits His pleasure. And when those in the 
house with Jesus say to Him, “Behold Thy 
Mother and thy brethren without seek for Thee,” 
how does He answer? ‘“ Who is My mother and 
My brethren? And, looking about Him, He said: 
Behold My mother and My brethren. For who- 
soever shall do the will of God, he is My brother, 
and My sister, and mother.” ** Is our Blessed 
Mother offended? Does it hurt her to be placed 
in the rank and file with all those who do God’s 
will? Surely not. First of all, it never occurs to 
her that she should be honored. If the praise of 
an angel troubled her at Nazareth, how much 
more would she be disturbed by the praises of 
men! Secondly, she realizes that what makes her 
most pleasing to the eyes of Jesus, who is God as 
well as man, is not so much the fact that she is 
His Mother, as the other fact that, like Himself, 
she does always the will of the Eternal Father. 
(“I came down from heaven, not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Me.’ *° 
84 Mark iii. 32, 35. 
35 John vi. 38. 
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But if our Blessed Mother shows that she has 
died to self by her conduet during the public life 
of Jesus, how much more clearly does she mani- 
fest it by her way of acting during the time of 
His Passion. The mother sheep was led away 
when her lamb was to be sacrificed, so that she 
might not see it killed; but the Mother of Jesus 
will stand beside the Cross whereon the Lamb of 
God is sacrificed, and not only will she witness 
His sufferings and His death, but she herself will 
offer Him, a victim for the sins of men. Have we 
ever realized that no matter how often we medi- 
tate on the tragedy of Calvary, we never give a 
thought to our Blessed Mother’s physical suffer- 
ings? And yet they must have been well-nigh 
unendurable. It is scarcely likely that she took 
either rest or nourishment from the time of the 
paschal feast on Thursday until she returned to 
Jerusalem after the burial of Jesus on Friday. 
How could she take food while her Son was de- 
prived of nourishment; how could she sleep when 
He passed the night the sport of the prison 
guards? Then came the day of Jesus’ death, the 
journey to Calvary, with no pause save when she 
met Him with His Cross; the moments that 
seemed an eternity when they nailed Him to the 
instrument of His torture and raised the Cross, 
an altar on which was offered an infinite sacrifice 
to the infinite justice of an offended God. For 
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three hours Mary stood beside that altar on which 
she had placed her heart, the heart of the purest 
of all creatures, the heart of the Mother of God. 
It seems almost incredible that she could have 
had such power of endurance and, in truth, we 
know that it was God who sustained her, that 
even while His human life was ebbing, a tide of 
blood to bear men’s souls to God, the divinity of 
Jesus was strengthening His Mother to endure 
until the end. Yet, we think it is in no way 
irreverent to hold that, humanly speaking, it was 
Mary’s death to self that enabled her to stand 
beneath the Cross and see Him die for whom 
alone she lived, Jesus her Son, who was as well 
her God. 

Perhaps the heaviest crosses that most of us 
Religious have to carry come to us in the form of 
family troubles. It is indeed hard to see those 
whom we love suffer, whether it be from illness 
or poverty, misfortune or disgrace, and to feel 
that we are powerless to help or comfort them. 
It may be that in the past we owed to them much 
of our happiness and well-being, and now they 
look to us in vain for aid in this their time of 
need. When crosses such as these fall to our lot, 
we must beg our Blessed Mother’s assistance. 
We must ask her to win for us the grace to die to 
the self that would rebel, the self that would ques- 
tion the wisdom of the providence of God. What- 
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ever be the cross God sends us, let us ask this 
dear Mother to go with us as we carry it to Cal- 
vary, even as she went with Jesus, and to stay 
with us until the struggle is over and self les 
dead on Calvary’s blood-stained mount. 

It is of little use to die to self, however, unless 
we live to God, and this truth our Blessed Mother 
fully realized. In all her thoughts and words and 
deeds, in all her aspirations and desires, she strove 
to imitate, as closely as a creature might, the 
model given her in her Divine Son. Now, the 
ruling passion of Jesus was zeal for the glory of 
God and for the salvation of souls, and this pas- 
sion became an all-absorbing one in the life of His 
Blessed Mother. There is no doubt that if it had 
been possible to find comfort in anything during 
the Passion of her Son, she would have found it 
in the thought that His sufferings and death were 
giving infinite glory to God and redeeming the 
souls of men. Can we not find comfort in this 
thought in our hours of physical or mental suffer- 
ing, in our days of sorrow or affliction? If we 
bear our sufferings and sorrows and afflictions 
willingly and lovingly, and offer them to God for 
His glory and the salvation of souls, we may be 
sure that we shall find a hidden sweetness in 
whatever cross He bids us carry. 

But our Blessed Mother was on Calvary not 
only because of her love for Jesus, although that 
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love would surely have kept her beneath His 
Cross; she was there officially, chosen by Almighty 
God to be the co-Redemptress of the world. Even 
as her consent had been asked before the Incar- 
nation, so, too, was it undoubtedly asked before 
the Crucifixion. An angel sought and received 
her fiat in the first instance, her Divine Son in 
the second. She was to be no mere spectator on 
Calvary, but to take part herself in the Sacrifice. 
Mother, priest and victim, the three offices were 
assigned her and faithfully she filled them all. 
As Mother, she gave full and free consent to her 
Son to offer Himself a victim for the sins of men. 
“Sacrifice and oblation Thou wouldst not: but a 
body Thou hast fitted to Me. Holocausts for sin 
did not please Thee. Then said I: Behold I 
come.” *® As priest, she stood beside the Cross 
and offered her Son to God, even as His priests 
offer Him today in the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 
As victim, she offered herself with Him; for spirit- 
ual writers agree that what He suffered in His 
body, she suffered in her heart. 

It would seem as though the last word had been 
said about the sufferings of our Blessed Mother 
on Calvary; but, no, there is something more. 
God exacts much from those He loves; and, so, 
as He loves Mary more than any other creature, 
He calls upon her to renounce all else that she 


36 Heb. x. 5-7. 
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may possess but Him alone. She has given up 
her Son, but now she must, as it were, give up 
her Divine Motherhood. From the Cross, Jesus 
speaks to her, but while the voice is the one she 
loves, the words are hard to hear. “Woman, be- 
hold thy son.” *7 Not Himself, but John the Be- 
loved Disciple is the son Jesus indicates; and 
Mary understands that He is appointing her 
Mother of men, even of those who have crucified 
Him on Calvary, who will crucify Him during all 
the years of time. Oh, the sorrow that it meant 
for Mary, this new maternity, but the joy and the 
glory it meant for us to have her for our Mother! 

We, too, as spouses of the Crucified, thinking 
only of the glory of God and the salvation of 
souls, should be Christ’s co-laborers in the work 
of the Redemption. Let us stay with our Blessed 
Mother on our Calvary until our crucifixion is 
over, until we have suffered all God wills us to 
endure; let us go with her to the garden tomb 
and leave all thought of self buried forever in 
the holy sepulcher; then let us return with her 
to Jerusalem, ready, as she was ready, to labor in 
God’s vineyard until He deigns to call us home. 
And, lest we tire of our apostolate, let us do as 
the apostles did after the death of Our Lord, per- 
severe with one mind in prayer, with Mary the 
Mother of Jesus.*® 


37 John xix. 26. 38 Acts 1. 14. 
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“ Behold thy Mother.’—St. JoHn xix. 27. 


HE office of our Blessed Mother with regard 

to mankind was assigned her by her Divine 

Son as He hung on Calvary’s Cross. In giving 
her to St. John to be his Mother, He gave her to 
all the children of the human race, represented by 
the Beloved Disciple. Jesus knew that we should 
need both a teacher and a model; but whose 
teaching is more fruitful than a mother’s, whose 
example more likely to be followed? He knew, 
too, that we should want someone to counsel 
us in doubt, strengthen us in weakness, console us 
in sorrow, encourage us in failure, restrain us in 
success; but, again, who is better fitted to counsel 
and strengthen, to console and encourage and re- 
strain, than a wise and loving mother? ‘Three 
and thirty years before, the Blessed Trinity had 
sought a Mother for the Eternal Son of God and 
had found her, a Maid at prayer in the little home 
at Nazareth; now that Son sought a Mother for 
the souls whom He was dying to redeem, and 
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found her in that self-same Maid, His Virgin 
Mother, who stood beneath His Cross. 

As God, all things are present to the dying 
Christ, for with God there is neither past nor 
future. He beholds the life of Mary in the years 
that have gone by and in the years that are to 
come. He beholds her as she prepared for His 
advent in the little house at Nazareth, as she 
welcomed His birth in the cave of Bethlehem, as 
she guarded Him during the flight into Egypt, 
the sojourn in that strange land, and the journey 
back to Galilee; He witnesses the devotedness 
with which she served Him during the years of 
His hidden life, and the unselfishness with which 
she let Him go forth to preach “the gospel of the 
kingdom of God”;* He feels the beating of her 
heart against His own as she bade Him farewell 
at Bethany; He sees the anguish in her beautiful 
eyes as she met Him on the way to Calvary; He 
gazes down upon her as she stands beneath His 
Cross and proves, as no other creature could 
prove, her love and her fidelity. He realizes, too, 
all that she will do for Him in the years she has 
still to live; the help she will give to the apostles, 
the disciples, nay to all who seek to know Him, 
that, knowing Him, they may love Him and, 
loving Him, may follow Him even unto death. 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw 

1 Mark i. 14. 
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all things to Myself,’ ? Jesus had said to the mul- 
titude; and His death on the cross will indeed 
draw to His love and service all those who grasp 
its meaning. But He leaves it to His Mother to 
make fast, by her words and deeds and prayers, 
the chains that bind to Him these His new fol- 
lowers. We, who are mere creatures to whom the 
past and the future are not present, can only re- 
call what we know of Our Lady’s life on earth 
and see how that life has made her our teacher 
and our model, even as the word of Jesus has pro- 
claimed her our Mother. 

We often regret that Scripture tells us so little 
of our Blessed Mother, but we may be sure that 
she is responsible for this rather than the sacred 
writers. One can fancy her entreating the Holy 
Spirit, as He inspired the evangelists, not to let 
them draw aside the veil that had concealed her 
from men, save when such drawing aside was 
absolutely required by the Gospel narrative. We 
can understand, too, His acquiescence with her 
wishes; for He knew that they sprang from her 
humility, the humility that had drawn upon her 
the Divine Maternity and brought the Son of 
God from heaven to rest in her tabernacle, her 
pure and sinless heart. Yet, the few words con- 
cerning Mary that are found in the sacred writ- 

2 John xii. 32. 

3 Ecclus. xxiv. 12. 
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ings are pregnant with meaning and might well 
furnish matter for meditation for the years of 
time on earth, or even for the eternal years in 
heaven. 

The Incarnation of Jesus and the Divine 
Motherhood of Mary are mentioned by St. Mat- 
thew,’ but it is St. Luke who gives a detailed 
account of the angel Gabriel’s visit to Our Lady.*® 
The heavenly messenger hails her full of grace 
and tells her that the Lord is with her and that 
she is blessed among women. Far from being 
elated, Mary is troubled at his salutation. Then 
the Angel informs her that she is to conceive and 
bring forth a son who shall be called the Son of 
the Most High, to whom the Lord God shall give 
the throne of David, who shall reign in the house 
of Jacob forever, of whose kingdom there shall be 
no end. But Mary, mindful of her vow of vir- 
ginity, asks how this shall be done, because she 
knows not man. And when Gabriel assures her 
that it is the Holy Ghost who will come upon her, 
the power of the Most High that will overshadow 
her, that the Holy which shall be born of her shall 
be called the Son of God, Mary, with never a 
thought of the honor that will accrue to herself, 
gives answer in these simple, humble words: 
“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done 
to me according to thy word.” 


#1. 18, 25. 5 i, 26-38. 
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It is St. Luke, too, who affords us the second 
glimpse of Our Lady when he narrates her visit 
to her cousin Elizabeth. She has learned from 
the Angel of her cousin’s condition and, knowing 
that Elizabeth is advanced in years, she goes to 
her with haste and remains with her about three 
months. Doubtless Mary thought only of render- 
ing material service to Elizabeth, but God had 
other views. Mary bears into the hill country 
the Son of God, concealed within her womb even 
as He is concealed under the form of bread in our 
processions of the Blessed Sacrament. But just 
as faith enables us to recognize Him in the Sacred 
Host, so does it enable John to behold Him in 
Mary, and Elizabeth to see in her fair young 
cousin the Mother of her God. Jesus frees His 
precursor from the stain of original sin, and Mary, 
forced to break her habitual silence by the mar- 
vels of grace she has witnessed, intones her won- 
derful Magnificat. Yet, even in this song of 
exulting love to which all heaven must have 
listened, she takes no glory for herself, but gives 
it all to Him who has regarded the humility of 
His handmaid and has done great things to her. 

We next meet our Blessed Mother at Beth- 
lehem, and it is again St. Luke who tells us of the 
birth of Jesus and of the visit of the shepherds.” 
It is an oft-told tale, this story of the first Christ- 

6j, 39-56. 7 ii. 1-18, 
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mas, yet one never tires of its telling. The 
anxiety of Joseph as he sought in vain a shelter 
for his spouse; the poverty of the cave in which 
she brought forth her Babe and wrapped Him in 
swaddling elothes and laid Him in a manger; the 
songs of the angels who came to adore their God, 
while they marveled at the way in which He was 
received by men; the simple faith and loving 
adoration of the shepherds, who recognized their 
God in the Child they found with Mary and 
Joseph—all these things are faithfully recorded. 

From St. Luke, also, we have the account of 
the circumcision of the Holy Child, when His 
name was called Jesus, and of His presentation in 
the Temple after the days of His Mother’s purifi- 
cation had been accomplished. I+ is on the day 
of this first presentation of Our Lord in the 
Temple that our Blessed Mother’s first dolor 
comes to her, when Simeon announces that her 
Child shall be set for the fall of many in Israel 
and that her own soul a sword shall pierce.® 

In the gospel according to St. Matthew, we 
read of the visit of the Magi, of the Flight of the 
Holy Family into Egypt,’ and of the return to 
Galilee. The visit of the Magi is given in de- 

8 Ibid., ii. 21-35. 

9 Ibid., ii. 1-12. 

10 [bid., ii. 13, 14. 

11 Jbid., ii. 19-23. 
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tail; their seeing the star, their appeal to Herod, 
the testimony of the chief priests and the scribes 
that the Messias is to come from Bethlehem, the 
reappearance of the star, and the finding of the 
Child with Mary His Mother—all these are men- 
tioned. The account of the flight into Egypt tells 
of the message given to Joseph by the Angel, of 
the prompt obedience of Joseph, who “took the 
Child and His Mother by night, and retired into 
Egypt,” and adds that this flight fulfills the 
prophecy of Osee. “Out of Egypt have I called 
My Son.”* The return mentions the Angel’s 
second message to Joseph, the latter’s obedience, 
and the warning given him in sleep, which led 
him to go to Galilee instead of Judea, where 
Archelaus, Herod’s son, was proving himself to be 
as cruel as his deceased father. 

From St. Luke** we have the history of the 
three day’s loss of Jesus when, at the age of 
twelve years, He went with His parents to Jeru- 
salem to celebrate the Pasch. After seeking Him 
for three days, Mary and Joseph find Him in the 
Temple, astonishing the doctors by “ His wisdom 
and His answers.” And Mary, seeing Him, speaks 
one of her few recorded words: “Son, why hast 
Thou done so to us? behold Thy father and I have 
sought Thee sorrowing.” He asks her why she 

12 xi. 1, 

18 ij, 42-52. 
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sought Him, if she did not know that He must 
be about His Father’s business. His Mother does 
not understand, but she keeps “all these words 
in her heart.” And Jesus goes back with them to 
Nazareth, where He will be subject to them for 
years to come, and where He will advance “in 
wisdom, and age, and grace with God and men.” 

It is St. John who gives us the next glimpse of 
Our Lady, at the marriage feast in Cana of Gali- 
lee.** She sees that the wine is failing and, wish- 
ing to spare the feelings of the newly wedded 
pair, she appeals to Jesus in that prayer so simple 
yet so full of perfect confidence: “They have no 
wine.” Jesus tells her that His hour (for mani- 
festing His divinity by the working of miracles) 
is not yet come, but His Mother knows that He 
will not refuse her. “ Whatsoever He shall say 
to you, do ye,” she says to the waiters; and they, 
obedient to her, do as Jesus bids them. At His 
command, they fill the water-pots with water 
and, drawing out some of the water, take it to the 
chief steward, who finds it a delicious wine. This 
was the beginning of Jesus’ miracles, St. John tells 
us, adding that by it He manifested His glory and 
that His disciples believed in Him. 

Both St. Matthew* and St. Mark? mention 

14 ij. 1-12. 

16 xiii. 55. 

16 vi. 3. 
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Mary’s being the Mother of Jesus, and both speak 
of her visit to her Son while He was preaching to 
the multitude. St. Matthew’s account of this 
visit *7 is about the same as St. Mark’s.** Some- 
one tells Jesus that His Mother and His brethren 
stand without, seeking Him. He, asking who is 
His Mother and who are His brethren, stretches 
forth His hand toward His disciples and says: 
“Behold My mother and My brethren. For who- 
soever shall do the will of My Father that is in 
heaven, he is My brother, and sister, and mother.” 

The last time we see our Blessed Mother in the 
Gospels, St. John shows her to us: “There stood 
by the Cross of Jesus, His Mother.” *® This Be- 
loved Disciple records for us, too, the words of 
Jesus: “Woman, behold thy son. . . . Behold thy 
Mother.” And from that hour, St. John adds, 
“the disciple took her to his own.” 

The last mention of our Blessed Mother that 
we find in the sacred writings occurs in the Acts 
of the Apostles: 7° “All these [the Apostles] were 
persevering with one mind in prayer with the 
women, and Mary the Mother of Jesus, and with 
His brethren.” It is fitting that the Scriptures 


17 xii. 46-50. 
18 iji. 31-35. 

19 xix, 25-27. 
203, 14. 


122 GOD’S .MOTHER AND OURS 


should leave Our Lady in Jerusalem as they found 
her at Nazareth, “persevering in prayer.” And 
now it is for us to pray with her and to ask from 
her Divine Son to let us learn the lessons that His 
Mother teaches, to make us her loyal and devoted 
children, and to enable us to follow the example 
she has left us of perfect correspondence with the 
graces God bestows. 

Perhaps some of Our Lady’s lessons best suited 
to those living in the world are her perfect accom- 
plishment of the duties of her state, her courteous 
treatment of others and her spirit of prayer. 

As a child, she complies most carefully with the 
regulations made by those who governed her. As 
a maiden, she shows this same obedience, trusting 
that God will enable her to keep her vow of vir- 
ginity even though she is espoused to Joseph. 
As a wife, her little household is well managed; 
but she will perform just as carefully the tasks 
that await her in Bethlehem and in Egypt. When 
the home at Nazareth is broken up by the depar- 
ture of Jesus for His public ministry, she takes 
up the new duties that come to her; yes, even the 
duty of a priest on Calvary. After the ascension 
of Jesus, she is, as it were, the common property 
of the Christians; they come to her in all their 
difficulties, for has not Jesus left her on earth that 
she may be their comfort and support? And 
Mary is glad to help them. Ephesus, Jerusalem, 
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what does it matter where she lives, so that she 
does the work God has given her to do? 

These are lessons not easy to learn. The duties 
of maid or wife or mother may often call for self- 
sacrifice that is little short of heroic. The daily 
tasks of the household grow monotonous; a 
change of residence or circumstances throws 
everything into disorder; illness may make it 
well-nigh impossible to keep the machinery of 
home life running regularly and smoothly. Povy- 
erty may overwhelm one with labor and anxiety; 
wealth itself may place one in a position she is 
not fitted to fill. Then there are always the fric- 
tions, found in even the most united families, that 
make demands upon one’s patience and forbear- 
ance, frequently when patience and forbearance 
are at their lowest ebb. Ah, let us tell the sorely 
tried soul to go to our Blessed Mother and see 
how she met the crosses with which life’s path is 
strewn. Mary’s example will enlighten her as to 
how she should act, and Mary’s prayers will win 
her the grace to follow the light received. 

Our Blessed Mother’s courteous treatment of 
others is shown on all occasions, but it makes a 
special appeal to one in her manner of receiving 
the shepherds on the first Christmas at Beth- 
lehem. She has been longing to see Jesus, to min- 
ister to Him; and now He is close beside her, 
depending upon her for everything He needs. 
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She has made Him as comfortable as her poverty 
will permit and now she kneels beside the manger 
crib in a very ecstasy of love and adoration. 
Joseph is there, but she is accustomed to his 
presence and there is no danger of his disturbing 
her; for he, too, is absorbed in prayer. And sud- 
denly, upon the silence of her rapture, there 
breaks the sound of human voices, and she sees 
a group of uncouth shepherds entering the holy 
cave. Does Our Lady show any sign of being 
disturbed or annoyed? Does she question the 
shepherds’ right to approach the King of Kings? 
Ah, no! They are coming to adore her Jesus; 
they recognize His royalty despite the poverty of 
His surroundings; God has sent them to be the 
first human courtiers of Him whose kingdom is to 
last forever. With no thought of regret for her 
interrupted ecstasy, Mary bids these poor shep- 
herds welcome, listens to their story of the angels, 
and lets them linger as long as they may beside 
the manger crib of her dear Babe. Surely, one 
might learn from this scene in Our Lady’s life 
how one should meet untimely interruptions, 
especially when these interruptions are made by 
the poor. 

Our Lady gives another lesson in courtesy and 
thoughtfulness at the marriage feast in Cana. 
She seems to have been the only one who noticed 
that the wine was failing. Of course Jesus, as 
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God, knew that it was, but He would have His 
Mother act. She says nothing to those ‘about 
her, but, quietly approaching Jesus, she tells Him 
that they (the newly wedded couple) have no 
wine. Then, confident that He will grant her re- 
quest even though His hour has not yet come, she 
says to the waiters (we may be sure, in a low tone 
of voice): “ Whatsoever He shall say to you, do 
ye.” Then she retires from the foreground of | 
the picture, and there is no mention made of her 
after the guests have learned of the changing of 
the water into wine. Here our Blessed Mother 
teaches us how to foresee the wants of others and 
to supply them when it is in our power; if pos- 
sible, without letting them know that we are the 
ones to whom they are indebted. Gratitude is so 
heavy a burden to carry that it is wise to lay it 
only on the few. 

But what was it that kept Our Lady calm and 
peaceful amid all the vicissitudes of life? Her 
spirit of prayer, a spirit which maintained her in 
so close a union with God that she saw Him in 
all things and saw all things in Him. It is this 
spirit of prayer which will enable even one who 
passes her life in the world to live in close union 
with God. His presence will compass her about, 
shielding her from every worldly danger; her love 
for Him will triumph over every earthly love that 


21 John ii. 5. 


\ 


126 GOD’S MOTHER AND OURS 


might stain her soul with sin. Every day, per- 
haps many times a day, she says the Hail Mary. 
Does she ever meditate upon its closing words: 
“Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners 
now and at the hour of our death”? Ah, let her 
ponder upon them from time to time and try to 
grasp their meaning. Pray for us now, at each 
successive moment as it comes to us with its 
duties, that we may fulfill them as God wishes 
them fulfilled; pray for us at the hour of our 
death, when the day of our life is spent and we 
go to meet your Son in whom we shall find our 
Judge. 

For those who wish to belong to Jesus by re- 
nouncing all else and serving Him in the religious 
state, we may also find useful lessons in the school 
of Nazareth. It is thought by many that when 
the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce 
to her the mystery of the Incarnation, he found 
her meditating upon the scriptural texts concern- 
ing the Messias. This opinion seems very prob- 
able; for, since Mary, despising all earthly love, 
had consecrated her virginity to God, it was but 
natural that her thoughts should dwell on Him 
and her heart be filled with longing for the com- 
ing of His Son. One can fancy how she would 
pray to see the Messias in the flesh, to be perhaps 
His Mother’s little handmaid and thus render 
Him some slight service. Not that she thought 
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herself worthy to serve Him and His Mother, but 
only because love made issue with humility and 
craved even that of which she acknowledged her 
unworthiness. Yet, always did she say to God, 
as later on she said to His messenger: Be it done 
to me according to Thy will. What better dis- 
position can there be for her who seeks to be the 
spouse of Jesus? She, too, should be convinced 
of her unworthiness to be numbered among His 
spouses, but love will urge her to pray that she 
may be at least an abject in the house of her 
God.” Like Mary, she will be content to serve 
Him in any way He pleases; what matters the 
task He gives her, since to serve Him is to reign? 
How can she wait longer for the day of her 
espousals, the day when she may enter the house 
of the Lord, the place where His glory dwelleth? ** 
And yet she must be willing to wait if such be 
God’s will; for she, too, wishes to be His hand- 
maid, to have all things done to her according to 
His will. 

She who would be the spouse of Christ might 
also meditate with profit on the visit of our 
Blessed Mother to Jesus while He was preaching 
to the multitude. When He is told that His 
Mother and His brethren stand without, seeking 
Him, He asks who is His Mother and who are His 

22 Pg, Ixxxiii. 11. 

28 Ibid., xxv. 8. 
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brethren; and, answering His own question, He 
says: “Whosoever shall do the will of My Father, 
that is in heaven, he is My brother, and sister, 
and mother.”** Our Lord certainly has no inten- 
tion of derogating from Mary’s dignity as His 
Mother; He only wishes to emphasize that what 
renders her —and all others—especially dear to 
Him is the doing of God’s will. And hence the 
would-be spouse of Our Lord may find comfort 
in the thought that she is accomplishing the will 
of God whether she is able to answer His call to 
the religious life at once or whether, without any 
fault of hers, she is forced to delay her entrance 
into religion. We must lay stress, however, on 
the fact that this holds good only when she is not 
responsible for the delay. One may be so blinded 
at times as to mistake inclination for duty, and 
to think God’s will is determining one’s course of 
action when in reality it is one’s own will that is 
being followed. The cords of Adam are usually 
fastened with so many knots that it is difficult to 
untie them; but Our Lady is wonderfully clever 
at taking out these knots, and if one asks her 
help one will soon be freed from these cords of 
Adam, these human affections that urge one to 
tarry on the road that leads to complete sacrifice 
and self-surrender. 

The entire life of our Blessed Mother during 

24 Matt. xii. 46-50; Mark iii. 31-35. 
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the public ministry of Jesus might well be studied 
by the candidate for the religious state. During 
these three years, that must have been fraught 
with both loneliness and anxiety, Mary went 
about her daily duties prayerful, cheerful and 
helpful. There were no complaints, save per- 
chance such loving ones as she made to God in 
prayer; there were no sad or downcast looks, but 
always the peaceful gaze or the tender smile that 
greeted those she met; there was no selfish ab- 
sorption in her own grief, but ever a ready will- 
ingness to share the joys or the griefs of others. 
And thus should she act who is waiting for her 
Spouse to bid her come. Prayer that He may 
enable her to be true to His call and to spend the 
time of waiting as He would have her spend it; 
cheerfulness which proves to those around her 
that in very truth Christ’s yoke is sweet and His 
burden light; *° helpfulness that shows how love 
for God leads to love for man—these should be 
the three factors that will make her period of 
waiting for admission to conventual life a fitting 
prelude to her noviceship in religion. 

For those of us who are already the spouses of 
Jesus, the life of our Blessed Mother on earth 
may be compared to a garden filled with a variety 
of trees, the fruits of which give strength and 

25 Matt. xi. 30. 
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vigor to walk before God and be perfect.”* At the 
time of our holy vows, Jesus comes to us as the 
Babe of Bethlehem, and we rejoice with Mary as 
‘we press Him to our heart and realize that He 
has chosen us to make Him known to men. The 
congratulatory visits of our family and our friends 
may, in some measure, be likened to the visits of 
the shepherds and the Magi. Then will come our 
flight into Egypt when we learn, as Mary learned, 
that our Jesus is still set as a sign to be contra- 
dicted,?” and that we must flee from the con- 
cupiscence of the eyes and the concupiscence of 
the flesh and the pride of life?* if we would keep 
Him safe from these enemies of our own house- 
hold.*® After this, we shall live the hidden life 
of Nazareth, but it may well happen that, even 
during these peaceful years, we shall lose Him as 
His Mother lost Him; not indeed that He will 
cease to be with us, but as Mary was deprived of 
the presence of Christ’s humanity, so shall we be 
deprived of the realization of the presence of His 
divinity. And this feeling that we have lost Jesus 
is undoubtedly one of the heaviest crosses God 
can place upon His friends; for, as the author of 
the Imitation tells us: “When Jesus is present 

26 Gen. xvii. 1. 

27 Luke ii. 34. 

281 John ii. 16. 

29 Micheas vii. 6. 
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all things go well, and nothing seems difficult; 
but when Jesus is absent everything is hard.” *° 
This time of darkness and desolation may last for — 
a longer or a shorter period according to our 
strength or our weakness; God grant it may be 
over before our final purification, so that we may 
feel Jesus is with us as we journey to our Calvary. 
True, He will meet us with His cross, the cross 
He wishes us to bear; His hands, as strong as 
they are tender, may place it on our shoulders, 
and His love, stripping us of all we hold most 
dear and stretching us on this cross of ours, may 
drive the nails of our three Vows straight through 
our quivering flesh. He may crown our head with 
thorns of shame and fear and sorrow, and pierce 
our heart with anguish and with pain. He may 
even seem to abandon us as His Father aban- 
doned Him,** but always His Mother and ours 
will stand beside the cross and win us the grace 
to repeat with her dying Son: “Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My spirit.” * 

Having died to self, we may exclaim with St. 
Paul, “I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me”; *? and then, filled with the zeal of our 
Divine Spouse for the salvation of souls, we, like 

30 Bk. II, chap. 8. 

31 Mark xv. 34. 

82 Luke xxiii. 46. 
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the Apostle of the Gentiles, shall become all 
things to all men that we may save all.** Like 
our Blessed Mother during the years she lived 
after the ascension of Our Lord, we shall be on 
earth, but our hearts will be in heaven. Like her, 
during all the years of her life, we shall have no 
interests save the interests of God, no will save 
the will of God, no love save the love of God. 
These interests will urge us to labor for His glory; 
this will make us content to remain on earth as 
long as He sees fit; this love, cause us to thirst 
for God.** And when we shall have proved our 
love and shown our willingness to serve Him, we 
too, relying on the mercy that His Mother’s 
prayers will win us, may hope to hear from the 
lips of our Beloved those words of tender wel- 
come: ‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, possess 
you the kingdom prepared for you from the foun- 
dation of the world.” * 


342 Cor. ix. 22. 
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VIL. 
OUR MOTHER IN HEAVEN 


“My soul doth magnify the Lord.’—Sr. Luxs i. 46. 


WELVE long years Our Lady lived on earth 
after Jesus had ascended into heaven, the 
counselor and guide of those who were to spread 
the Faith and to establish among Jews and Gen- 
tiles the Church that He had founded. Lonely 
years they must have been; for, while her will 
lay quiet in the will of her God, her Mother’s 
heart was yearning to see once more her Son. 
Disease had no power over her sinless body, the 
hand of man might not destroy it; love for God 
alone could bring death to her whose life it had 
ever been. 

She had dwelt at Ephesus with John, tradition 
tells us, but she expressed a wish to see again 
before she left this earth the scenes of Christ’s 
Passion and death. Only too glad to gratify the 
desire of her whom he loved so tenderly both for 
Jesus’ sake and for her own, John came with her 
to Jerusalem that she might visit the places sanc- 
tified by the sufferings of her Son. The apostles, 
with the exception of Thomas, gathered around 
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her and witnessed the death that meant for her 
new life with her Beloved. “Be ye lifted up, O 
eternal gates,”? that the Queen of Heaven may 
enter in. She hears the voice of Christ: “ Behold, 
my beloved speaketh to me: Arise, make haste, 
my love, my dove, my beautiful one, and come. 
For winter is now past: the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers have appeared in our land; ... 
Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come: 

. . show me thy face; let thy voice sound in 
my ears: for thy voice is sweet and thy face 
comely.” ? 

Winter is indeed past for our Blessed Mother, 
the winter of trial and suffering and loneliness. 
The rain of her tears is over and gone, and a 
heavenly smile lights up her face as she beholds 
her Son. The fairest flower Christ had left on 
earth is about to appear in our true land, the 
home of our Heavenly Father. Ah, well may 
Jesus bid her show Him her face, the first He had 
seen on earth; well may He ask her to let her 
voice sound in His ears, the voice that made His 
sweetest music at Bethlehem and Nazareth. And 
now “a great sign appeared in heaven: A woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.” ® 

1 Pg.) Ka 7 

2 Cant. ii. 10-14. 

8 Apoc. xii. 1. 
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Earth has lost a Mother; heaven has gained a 
Queen. Nay, earth has not lost her; for, although 
she reigns in heaven, she is still the Mother of 
those who dwell on earth. 

Queen of the Angels, she sends these heavenly 
spirits to the assistance of her earthly children. 
Queen of the Apostles, she bids these followers of 
Jesus give something of their zeal to those who 
now seek to spread His kingdom. Queen of Mar- 
tyrs, she asks them to share with us their courage 
and their fortitude. Queen of Confessors, she 
would have them keep us true to the Faith they 
so loyally confessed. Queen of Virgins, she en- 
treats them to shield us in the hour of temptation 
that we may keep intact our purity of soul and 
body. Queen of All Saints, she bespeaks for us 
their intercession that we may obtain the virtues 
they so faithfully practiced. Queen Conceived 
without Original Sin, she offers her fervent sup- 
plications to God that we may be preserved from 
actual guilt. Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, 
she would bind us to her Son with this golden 
chain of prayer. Queen of Peace, she seeks to 
win for us, not the peace that the world gives, 
but the peace of Christ, so that our hearts may 
be neither troubled nor afraid.* 

She is the Cause of our Joy, for she gave to 
Christ the human nature in which He suffered 
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and died for our redemption. She is our Tower 
of David, in which we may take refuge from the 
attacks of the enemy. She is our Gate of Heaven, 
for her heart is, as it were, the entrance to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. She is the Morning Star, 
whose beauty prepares us for the shining of the 
Sun of Justice. She is the Health of the Weak, 
at whose prayer God cures our ills of soul, and, 
if it be best for us, our bodily ills as well. She is 
the Refuge of Sinners, shielding us from the anger 
of her Son until her pleading has won for us re- 
pentance and forgiveness. She is the Comforter 
of the Afflicted, soothing us in sorrow, strengthen- 
ing us in trial. She is the Help of Christians, 
sustaining us in our combats against the world, 
the flesh and the devil and leading us to victory 
in the name of Christ her Son. Above all, she is 
the Mother of that Divine Grace which is the 
very life of our souls; the Mother of Christ, who 
has willed her to be the Mother of us all. 

Not satisfied with making intercession for us in 
heaven, our Blessed Mother, since her glorious 
assumption, has appeared many times on earth, 
now in one country now in another, as if to show 
that her maternal love embraces the entire uni- 
verse. The Church has evinced its belief in the 
reality of a number of these apparitions by per- 
mitting feasts to be kept in commemoration of 
them. Miracles, too, have borne witness to their 
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supernatural character, and costly shrines and 
votive offerings render testimony of the gratitude 
of Mary’s clients for the favors she has obtained 
for them in these the places that she has chosen 
for keeping tryst with the “banished children 
of Eve.” 

It would require many volumes to give an 
account of those apparitions of our Blessed 
Mother of which we have some slight knowledge, 
and undoubtedly there have been numerous other 
apparitions of which we have never heard. We 
shall content ourselves therefore with mentioning 
three of these visits of Our Lady, visits during 
which she has left us a pledge of her love and her 
protection. . 

While the history of the first of these appari- 
tions comes to us only as a pious tradition, its 
authenticity has been so widely accepted by those - 
well fitted to distinguish truth from error, that 
we do not hesitate to give it credence. According 
to the tradition, then, our Blessed Lady appeared 
te Simon Stock, a Carmelite, at Cambridge, Eng- 
land, on July 16, 1257. In her hand she held a 
scapular, which she bade him take as a badge of 
her confraternity and a special sign of grace for 
him and for all Carmelites. She told him also 
that whoever died in this garment would not 
suffer everlasting fire; that it was the sign of sal- 
vation, a safeguard in dangers, a pledge of peace 
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and of the covenant. Just when the scapular was 
first worn in the form in which we now have it, 
we cannot say; the Catholic Encyclopedia states, 
however, that it has certainly had that form 
since the sixteenth century. The special privi- 
leges attached to the wearing of this scapular, as 
given by Catholic writers, are two. The first 
privilege is evidently based on the words of our 
Blessed Lady to St. Simon Stock. It simply 
means that to those who wear her livery with 
proper dispositions, Mary will give a special pro- 
tection, winning for them the grace of repentance 
so that they may not die in their sins. The second 
privilege, called the Sabbatine Privilege, may re- 
quire a few words of explanation. It takes its 
name from the apocryphal Bull Sacratissimo uti 
culmine of John XXII (1322). As this Bull is to- 
day universally regarded by scholars as unauthen- 
tic, we prefer to deal with the Sabbatine Privilege 
as it appears in the summary approved by the 
Congregation of Indulgences, July 4, 1908. 
Among the privileges mentioned after the indul- 
gences, the Sabbatine occupies first place. The 
summary states that it was approved and con- 
firmed by Clement VII (1530), by St. Pius V 
(1566), by Gregory XIII (1577), and by the Holy 
Roman General Inquisition under Paul V (1613), 
in a Decree to the following effect: “It is per- 
mitted to the Carmelite Fathers to preach that 
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the Christian people may piously believe in the 
help which the souls of brothers and members, 
who have departed this life in charity, have worn 
throughout life the scapular, have ever observed 
chastity, have recited the Little Hours (of the 
Blessed Virgin) or, if they cannot read, have ob- 
served the fast days of the Church, and have ab- 
stained from flesh meat on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays (except when Christmas falls on such 
days), may derive after death—especially on Sat- 
urdays, the day consecrated by the Church to the 
Blessed Virgin—through the unceasing interces- 
sion of Mary, her pious petitions, her merits, and 
her special protection.” All those who are bound 
to read their Breviary, fulfill the obligation of 
reciting the Little Hours by reading their Office. 
The obligation to read the Little Hours or to ab- 
stain from flesh meat on Wednesday and Satur- 
day may on important grounds be changed for 
other pious works: the faculty to sanction this 
change was granted to all confessors by Leo XIII 
in the Decree of the Congregation of Indulgences 
of 11 (14) June, 1901." So many Catholics seem 
to know nothing of this Sabbatine Privilege that 
we have ventured to speak of it at some length. 
Surely this favor of our Blessed Mother should be 
appreciated by her children; and how better can 
they show their appreciation than by availing 
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themselves of the privilege she has obtained for 
them from her Son? 

The second of our Blessed Mother’s visits of 
which we shall speak was made to Zoe Labouré, 
a member of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul, known in religion as Sister Cath- 
erine. Our Lady appeared three times to Sister 
Catherine, but it was only during the second and 
third visits that the Sister was shown the design 
for the medal since called Miraculous. The three 
apparitions occurred in 1830, the first in July, the 
second in November and the third in December. 
On the occasion of the second apparition, Our 
Lady seemed to be standing on a large globe and 
held a small globe in her hands. Rays of light 
streamed from her fingers, symbols, she told 
Sister Catherine, of the graces that should be 
given to all who asked for them. Our Lady’s 
figure was surrounded by an oval frame on which 
were inscribed the words: “O Mary, conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have recourse to 
thee.” Then the medal was reversed. On the 
. opposite side was the letter M, surmounted by a 
cross resting on a cross-bar, while beneath the M 
were two hearts, one having a crown of thorns 
around it, the other pierced by a sword. In both 
the second and third visions, Our Lady told Sister 
Catherine to have a medal struck after the model 
shown her, promising the Sister that great graces 
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should be granted to those who wore this medal 
when blessed. A careful investigation was made 
by M. Aladel, Sister Catherine’s director, the ap- 
proval of Msgr. de Quélen, Archbishop of Paris, 
was obtained and the first medals were struck on 
June 30, 1832. Sister Catherine’s name did not 
appear in the matter, only her director knowing 
that it was she to whom Our Lady had given the 
commission; but the devotion spread rapidly and 
such wonders were effected that the medal soon 
came to be called Miraculous. One of the most 
remarkable facts connected with the devotion is 
the conversion of the Jew, Alphonse Ratisbonne. 
He had consented to wear a medal somewhat re- 
luctantly and merely to please a friend. Entering 
one day the church of Sant’ Andrea delle Fratte, 
where he was to wait for this friend, he beheld in 
vision the Blessed Virgin exactly as she is repre- 
sented on the medal. His conversion was instan- 
taneous, and he became, later on, a zealous priest 
who did much for the conversion of his people. 
It might not be amiss to relate here a story which 
we have recently heard, although we cannot 
vouch for its authenticity. M. Ratisbonne, after 
he became a Catholic, prayed earnestly for the 
conversion of his mother, but she died apparently 
in the Jewish belief. A holy man, however, saw 
in vision our Blessed Lady entreating her Son to 
bestow the gift of the true Faith upon the mother 
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of her faithful client; and it was given the nun 
to understand that Jesus had granted His dear 
Mother’s prayer. The feast of the Manifestation 
of the Immaculate Virgin under the title of the 
Miraculous Medal was instituted by Pope Leo 
XIII, July 23, 1894, and is celebrated on Novem- 
ber 27. The favors accorded those who make use 
of this devotion are constantly being multiplied, 
although unfortunately many of these favors are 
known only to their recipients. 

We shall keep our third tryst with Our Lady at 
her beloved Lourdes, where she appeared eighteen 
times to the fourteen-year-old peasant girl, Berna- 
dette Soubiroux. The first of these apparitions 
occurred on February 11, 1858; the last, on July 
16, 1858. It is worth noting that July sixteenth 
is the feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel. While 
Bernadette was the only one who saw Our Lady 
in the hollow of the rock of Massabielle, a count- 
less number of people, scoffers as well as believers, 
have witnessed miracles performed at Lourdes or 
effected by the use of the water from that mirac- 
ulous fountain which sprang up in Our Lady’s 
Grotto 

The scapular, the medal, the water of Lourdes, 
simple things all of them; yet, have they been 
the material employed for the working of the 
most stupendous miracles. It would seem as 
though our Blessed Mother wished to confirm 
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those words of St. Paul to the Corinthians: “ But 
the foolish things of the world hath God chosen, 
that he may confound the wise; and the weak 
things of the world hath God chosen, that he may 
confound the strong.” ° 

And what does Our Lady seek to prove by these 
pledges of her love? That she is the Mother of 
men, now that she reigns in heaven, even as she 
was their Mother while she lived on earth. God 
is immutable; His word endures forever. “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away,” He tells us, “but my 
word shall not pass away.”* The word that the 
dying Jesus spoke on Calvary, “Woman, behold 
thy son,” *® will hold for all eternity, and one of 
our greatest joys in heaven will be the knowledge 
that we may call its Queen our Mother. But 
even as this word of the dying Jesus gives us a 
claim on Mary’s love and care and intercession, 
on all that a mother owes her children, so does 
His other word, “ Behold thy Mother,” ® give her 
a right to demand from us all that children owe 
their mother. We rarely forget our claims on 
her; are we equally mindful of her claims on us? 
We are always ready to make profession of our 
love for her; do we remember that the strongest 
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proof of love is imitation of the one beloved? 
To imitate her life on earth is none too easy; to 
imitate her life in heaven is surely quite beyond 
us. Is it? Let us see. It seems to us that Our 
Lady’s heavenly life may be summed up in the 
one word—love. Love for God consumes while it 
sustains her, and this love reaches out, as far as 
finite love may reach, to embrace all whom the 
Infinite Love enfolds. Even as God created so 
that He might share with creatures the happiness 
that was perfect in Himself, so does Mary travail 
for souls that they may secure the happiness 
destined for them and share eternally with her 
the Beatific Vision. To put the matter simply, 
Mary is continuing in heaven the life she led on 
earth inasmuch as she is fulfilling the will of God. 
Is this beyond our imitation? What does life 
mean for any one of us, whether living in the 
world, seeking to enter the cloister or professed 
in a Religious Order, but the doing of God’s will? 
And how can we accomplish this will save by 
loving and serving Him ourselves and striving to 
draw others to His love and service? It may not 
be ours to catch big fish, to save sinners already 
on the brink of the abyss (although even this we 
may do by prayer), but at least we can keep the 
little fish, the souls of those who come to us for 
guidance, safe in the net of God’s friendship, free 
from all stain of grievous sin. 
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We have said that by our prayer we can obtain 
- the conversion of the most hardened sinners; but 
prayer, to be efficacious, requires certain condi- 
tions. There is a very striking passage in one of 
the gospel narratives that it might be well for 
us to read and ponder. “And when he was come 
to the multitude, there came to him a man fall- 
ing down on his knees before him, saying: Lord, 
have pity on my son, for he is a lunatic, and suf- 
fereth much: for he falleth often into the fire, 
and often into the water. And I brought him to 
Thy disciples, and they could not cure him. Then 
Jesus answered and said: O unbelieving and per- 
verse generation, how long shall I be with you? 
How long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to 
me. And Jesus rebuked him, and the devil went 
out of him, and the child was cured from that 
hour. Then came the disciples to Jesus secretly, 
and said: Why could not we cast him out? 
Jesus said to them: Because of your unbelief. 
For, amen I say to you, if you have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this moun- 
tain, Remove from hence hither, and it shall re- 
move; and nothing shall be impossible to you. 
But this kind is not cast out but by prayer and 
fasting.” *° Faith and fasting, these must accom- 
pany our prayer if we would have it answered. 
Faith in God’s power and goodness will engender 
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hope in His mercy and increase our love for Him; 
and if we believe in Him and hope in Him and 
love Him, how can He fail to hear us? Fasting, 
that is, the mortification that labors to overcome 
our evil inclinations and our self-indulgence and 
to make us bear willingly and cheerfully whatever 
cross God sends us, will render us pleasing in His 
sight, for it will give us some slight resemblance 
to His Son; and, seeing this resemblance, He will 
treat us as Isaac treated Jacob when clothed in 
the garments of Esau and give us of the riches 
of our Elder Brother. 

But Our Lady’s prayer in heaven is not merely 
one of intercession; it is also one of adoration 
and thanksgiving. Humbly and reverently she 
cries with the seraphim whom Isaias beheld in 
vision: “ Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God of hosts, 
all the earth is full of His glory”; *” and with the 
four and twenty ancients who were shown to St. 
John as they “fell down before Him that sitteth 
on the throne, and adored Him that liveth for 
ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne,” she exclaims: “Thou art worthy, O 
Lord our God, to receive glory, and honor, and 
power.” *? Then, as she reflects on all that God 
has done for her, on the privilege of her immac- 
ulate conception and the dignity of her divine 
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maternity, she repeats with the Royal Psalmist: 
“The mercies of the Lord I will sing forever.” ** 

There is a story told of a pilgrim who visited 
each place where Christ had dwelt from the 
Nativity to the Ascension; now, when he had 
reached Mount Olivet, he prayed to our dear 
Lord that, as he had walked in His footsteps on 
earth, so he might follow Him to heaven; and 
Jesus heard his prayer. We, too, have traveled 
with Our Lady from the time of the Annunciation 
until the day of her Assumption; nay, we have 
even ventured to gaze into the Heavenly Jeru- 
salem, where she sits enthroned as Queen. We 
have studied the lessons she has given us as our 
Teacher; it only remains for us to imitate her as 
our Model and to go to her in joy or sorrow, in 
success or failure, as to our tender, loving Mother. 

It may be long before we see her face; the 
sufferings of earth and the fires of purgatory may 
be required to purify our souls from sins and im- 
perfections; but always there will be one thought 
to console us and to give us strength to persevere: 
we have for our own dear Mother the Blessed 
Mother of God. 


13 Pg, Ixxxviii. 2. 
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THE STUDY OF THE OLD 
TESTAMENT. Grcor. Part I, 
1$4.75; Part II, net, 


188. 00. 

TEXTUAL CONCORDANCE OF 
THE HOLY Pa PTURES. 
Witiiams. net, $8.75. 


IV. SERMONS 


EIGHT -MINUTE 
Demovy. 2 vols., net, 


Dancer was 
» $5.50. 


FUNERAL aa i Wiets, 
O.S.B. net, $2.25 
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HINTS TO PREAC eo 
Henry, Litt.D. net, $2. 

POPULAR SERMONS ON THE 
CATECHISM. Bamserc-TuHurs- 
ton, S.J. 3 vols., met, $7.50. 

oN Canon SHEEHAN. 


$3. 
SERMONS. WaHuetan, O.S.A. net, 


$2. 
SERMONS FOR THE  SUN- 
DAYS AND CHIEF FESTI- 


VALS OF THE ECCLESIAS. 
pages YEAR. PortTcsIssER, 
S.J. 2 vols., net, $7.00. 
SODALITY CONFERENCES. 
GarescHk, S.J. net, $2.75. 


First Series 
SODALITY CONFERENCES. 
net, $2.75. 


GarescHek, S.J. 
Second Series, 

THREE-MINUTE Peano 

McDonoucH. net, $2.0 


V. HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, HAGIOLOGY, TRAVEL 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN 
OLD EW og HeEvsEeEr, 
D.D. net, 

cePHOLre "NURSERY 
RHYMES. Sr. GERTRUDE, 
M.A. Retail, ok. 

CHILD’S LIFE OF ST. JOAN 
OF ARC. Mannix, net, $1.60. 

HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC 
CHURCH. Bruecx. 2 vols., 
net, $5.75. 

AISTORY OF THE PROTES- 
TANT REFORMATION. Cos- 
BETT-GASQUET. net, $1.00. 

HISTORY OF bg MASS. 
O’Brren. net, $3. 

IDEALS OF Guin’ FRANCIS OF 
Mee THE. Fevper, O.M. 


$4.00. 
ILLUSTRATED LIVES OF PA- 
TRON SAINTS FOR BOYS. 
Mannix. net, $1.25. 
ILLUSTRATED LIVES OF PA- 
epee SAINTS FOR GIRLS. 
Mannix. net, $1.25. 
IMMOLATION. Life of Mother 
Mary of Jesus (Marie Deleuil- 
age ae Lapiace- NEwcoms. 
net 
aN THE WORKSHOP OF ST. 


eee Heuser, D.D. net, 
WIFE OF CHRIST. BUSINGER- 
BRENNAN. Illustrated. Half 


morocco, gilt edges, net! $18.00. 
LIFE Sp: CHRIST. CocHEM, 
net, 

LIFE OF THD errata ViR- 
GIN. Ro#HNER. , $1.00. 
LIE OB Sa: "efARGARET 
MARY  ALACOQUE. | Illus 
trated. Boucaup. net, $1.84. 
LITTLE LIVES OF THE 
SAINTS FOR a: 

BERTHOLD. net, 25. 
LITTLE PICTORTAT. LIVES 
OF THE SAINTS. With 400 
illustrations. net, $2.00. 


LIVES OF THE SAINTS. Burt- 


LER. Paper, retail, $0.35; cloth, 
net, $1.00. 

LOURDES. Ctuarxgz, S.J. net. 
$1.00. 


MARY THE UsEN By a Re- 
ligious. net, $0.75 

MILL TOWN PASTOR, A. Con- 
roy, S.J. nef, $2.00. 

OUR NUNS.  Lorp, S.J. 
$2.50. 

OUR OWN ST. RITA. Corcoran, 

PASSIONISTS, THE. Warp,C.P. 
net, $5.00. 

PATRON SAINTS FOR CATH- 
OLIC YOUTH. By M. §E. 
Mannix. Each life separately 
in attractive colored, paper cover 
with illustration on front cover. 
Each 10 cents postpaid; per 25 
copies, assorted, net, $1.75; al 
100 copies, assorted, net, $6.75. 
Sold only in packages contain- 
ing 5 copies of one title. 


nee, 


For Boys: St. Joseph; St. 
Aloysius; St. Anthony; St. 
Bernard; St. Martin; St. 
Michael; St. Francis Xavier; 
St. Patrick; St. Charles; St. 
Philip. 


The above can be had bound in 

2 volume, cloth, net, $1.00. 
For Girls: St. "Ann: St. Agnes; 
St. Teresa; St. Rose of Lima; 
St. Cecilia; St. Helena; St. 
Bridget; St. Catherine; St. 
Elizabeth; St. Margaret. 

The above can be had bound in 

1 volume, cloth, net, $1.00. 

PICTORIAL LIVES OF THE 
SAINTS. With nearly 400 illus. 
trations and over 600 pages, 
net, $5.75. 

ROMA. Pagan, Subterranean and 
Modern Rome in Word and Pic- 
ture. By Rev. Arsert Kun, 
O.S.B.. D.D. Preface by Carpi- 


Pad 


SHORT 


» 


NaL GrsBBons. 617 
illustrations. 48 l-page  in- 
serts, 3 plans of Rome in colors. 
84x12 inches. Red im. leather, 
gold side. net, $18.00. 


ae te ANTHONY. Warp. net, 


ST. FOLR OF ARC. EN S.J. 
Illustrated. net, $3.0 


ages, 744 STORY OF THE ACTS OF 


THE APOSTLES. Lyncu, S.J. 
Illustrated. net, 


$3.50. 
peek OF THE LITTLE 


FLOWER, THE. Lorp, S.J. 
Retail, $0. 15; net to Priests and 
Religious, $0. 10. 


WHISPERINGS OF THE 


CARIBBEAN. | Wutt1ams, S.J. 


SHORT LIFE OF CHRIST, A. WONDER. STORY, THE. Tac 


McDonovucH. Retail, $0.15. 
LIVES OF | THE 
SAINTS. Donne ty. ne#, $1.00. 


GaRT. Illustrated Board covers, 
net $0.40. Also an edition in 
French and Polish at same price. 


VI. JUVENILES 


FATHER FINN’S BOOKS. 


Each, net, $1.25. 

CANDLES’ BEAMS. 

SUNSHINE AND FRECKLES. 

LORD BOUNTIFUL. 

ON THE RUN. 

BOBBY IN MOVIELAND. 

FACING DANGER. 

HIS LUCKIEST YEAR. A 
Sequel to “Lucky Bob.” 

LUCKY BOB. 

PERCY WYNN; OR, MAKING 
A, BOY OF HIM 

TOM PLAYFAIR; OR, MAK- 
ING A START. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT; OR, 
poe &: THE PROBLEM WAS 

HARRY DEE: OR, WORK- 


Ben FROM THE BAY 


HELD ee THE  EVER- 

AT THE “FOOT OF THE 
SANDHILLS. 

THE CAVE BY THE BEECH 


FORK 

SHERIFF OF THE 
BEECH FORK. 
THE pal BY: \COPPER 


RIVE 
ise RACE FOR COPPER 
THE MARKS OF THE BEAR 
CLAWS. 


LA 
THE OLD MILL ON THE 
WITHROSE 

THE SUGAR CAMP AND 


ING IT OUT. 
ETHELRED PRESTON; OR, 
THE Net cs hams OF A 


AFTE 
ADVENTURE WITH THE 
APACHES. Ferry. neé, $0.75. 
NEW COM A COTS Bs THE FURNACE. 
THE BE FOOT FOR. , Corus, n 
WARD; ST anpe OTHE AS TRUE AS GOLD. Mannix. 


STORIES. net, $0.75. 
“BUT THY LOVE AND THY THE FOOT OF THE SAND- 
GRACE.” Naa wa Spatpinc, S.J. net; 
CUPID OF CAMPION. 


THAT FOOTBALL GAME 
AND WHAT CAME OF IT. 


$1. 
AWARENING OF EDITH, THE. 
Illustrated. SpEcKING. net, $1.50. 


THE FAIRY OF THE Pees FOOT es THE, 
SNOWS. S.J. net, $1.25. 
THAT OFFICE BO BETWEEN FRIENDS: AUMERLE, 
HIS FIRST A Ae ne 
PEAR RACE be TAS eres MELANDRI. ‘net, 
MOSTLY BOYS. HORT 
STORIES. s BLISSYLVANIA es OFFICE 
Taccart. net, $0.75. 


FATHER SPALDING’S BOOKS. 
Each, illustrated. net, $1.50. 
THE INDIAN GOLD-SEEKER. BOB O'LI 
STRANDED ON LONG BAR. ee NK Wacoanas. net 


$0 
THE WILDS OF THE BROWNIE AND I. 
NYON. t net, $1.00. 


BOBBY IN MOVIELAND. Finn, 
S.J. net, $1. 


AUMEBLE, 


“BUT THY LOVE AND THY 
GRACE.” Finn, S.J. net, $1.25. 

BY aeeean ta RIVER. Tac- 
GART. net, $0.7 

CAMP BY COPPER RIVER. 


SPALDING, es , $1.50. 
‘AMS. Finn, U5 


CANDLES! B 
CAPTAIN TED. WaccaMan, nef, 


net, $1 
$1.25. 
CAVE BY THE BEECH FORK. 
Spaupine, S.J. net, $1.50. 
aie OF CUPA. MANNIX, 
net 
CHILDREN OF THE LOG 
CABIN. Dr LaMare. net, ee 00. 
CLARE, LORAINE. “Ler.” 


$1.00. 

CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT. Finn, 
S.J. net, $1.25. 

COBRA ISLAND. Boyron, S.J. 


net,, $1.25. 

CUPA REVISITED. 
met. 

CAMPION. Finn, 


$1.25, 
Y DAN. WaccaMAn. 


Baas BEST ENEMY. Ho tanp, 
S.J. net, $1.50. 

DEAR FRIENDS. Nrreviincre. 
net, $1.00. 

DEAREST GIRL, THE. Taccarr. 


net, $1.50. 
DIMPLING's SUCCESS. Mut- 
HOLLAND. $0. 

ETHELRED BR ESTON. Finn, 


S.J. net, $1.25. 

EVERY-DAY GIRL, AN. Cnrow- 
LEY. net, $0.75. 

FACING DANGER. Finn, S.J. 


AIRY OF THE SNOWS. Finn, 


S.J. net, $1.25. 

FINDING OF TONY. Wacca- 
MAN. net, $1.50. 

FIVE BIRDS on on NEST. 
DELAMARE. net, $1. 

FRED’S LITTLE DAUGHTER. 
SmitH. net, $0. 

FREDDY CARR? Ss ADVEN- 
TURES. Garrotp, S.J. net, 


$1.00. 
FREDDY CARR AND~ HIS 
FRIENDS. Garrotp, S.J. net, 


$1.00. 
tere ne Spee THE. Hinxson. 
col Cet THE. Hinx- 


SON. $0.75 
HARMONY FLATS. Waurmire. 
net, $1.00. 


net, 


Mannix. 


net, 
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Scryers DEE. Finn, S.3, nes, 

BAERT Oi aaa: Corus, S.J. 

HEIR oF DREAMS, AN. O’Mat- 
LEY. net, 0.75. 

HELD IN THE Biba oe rena cde 
SpaLpinG, S.J. net, $1. 


HIS FIRST AND LAST AP. 
PEARANCE, Finn, S.J. nef, 


$1.25. 

HIS LUCKIEST YEAR. Finy, 
S.J. net, $1.25. 

HOI-AH! McDonatp. ae, $1.50. 

HOSTAGE OF wae A. Bone: 
STEEL, net, $0.75. 

HOW THEY WORKED THEIR 
WAY. Ecan._ net, $1.00. 

INDIAN GOLD- SEEKER, THE. 
SpatpinG, S.J. net, $1. 

IN QUEST C OF "ADVENTURE. 
Mannix. $0. 

aN. Ce "OF THe GOLDEN 

EST. Barton. net, $1.00. 

IN BTEE WILDS OF THE 

CANYON. Spatpine, S.J. net, 


$1.50. : 
TaCE, 6 oe: a Religious, H. C. J. 
XE: ee WaAGGAMAN, 


$0.7 
ACK LDRETH ON THE 
NILE. Taccarrt. net, $1.00. 

KLONDIKE apne A. Don- 
NELLY. net, $1. 

LAST LAP, THE, McGrata, 
Sa: $1.50. 

LITTLE APOSTLE ON 
CRUTCHES. DeEtamare. net, 


$0.75. 

LITTLE GIRL FROM BACK 
EAST. Roserrs. net, $0.75. 
LITTLE LADY OF THE HALL. 

Ryeman. net, $0.75. 
LITTLE MARSHALLS AT THE 
in Nrxon-Rou er. net, 
eee MISSY. Waccaman. net, 


LOYAL BLUE AND ROYAL 
SCARLET. Taccart. net, $1.50. 

LORD BOUNTIFUL. Finn, S.J. 
net, $1.25. 

LUCKY BOB. Finn, S.J. net, 


$1.2 

MADCAP SET AT ape ANNE’S. 
Brunowe. net, $0.75 

MAD KNIGHT, THE. Scuacwe 
ING. net, $0. 75. 

MAKING OF Maree Can 
pus, S.J. net, $1.00. 


MAKING THE ELEVEN AT 
ST. crit UnrIAckK. net, 


$1.50. 
MAN FROM NOWHERE. Sap- 
LER, net, $1.00. 
MANGLED HANDS. 


Boyton, 

S.J. net, $1.25. 
MARKS OF THE BEAR 
CLAWS. Spatpine, S.J. ‘ 


MARTHA JANE. Spreckine. net, 


MARTHA JANE aT COLLEGE. 
SpecKING. net, $1.50. 

MARY ROSE AT BOARDING 
SCHOOL. Wrrriss. net, $1.50. 

MARY ROSE GRADUATE. Wir- 
‘RIES. met, $1.50. 

MARY ROSE KEEPS HOUSE. 
Wirrirs. net, $1.50. 

MARY ROSE SOPHOMORE. 
Wirriss. net, $1.50. 

MARY TRACEY’S FORTUNE. 
SapurEr. net, $0.75. 

arate AVELING. Smiru. net, 
1 

MIRALDA. Jounson. net, $0.75. 

eerie BOYS. Finn, S.J. net, 


$1.25. 

MYSTERIOUS D v ORWAY. 
SADLIER. $0.7 

MYSTERY “OF CLEVERLY. 
Barron. $1.00. 

Meer eRY OF HORNBY HALL. 

SaDLIER. $1.00. 
ap al y OBO DY. WaccGaMAN. nef, 


$0. 
new SCHOLAR AT ST. 
ANNE’S. Brunowe. net, $1.00. 
ee os, 7peeD- 


ED. Smits. $0. 
OLD MILL. ON "Tie WITH. 
BORE. Spatpine, S.J. net, 


$1. 
ON Tie RUN. Finn, S.J. net, 


$1. 

ON THE SANDS OF CONEY. 
Boyton, S.J. net, $1.25. 

PAMELA'S LEGACY. Taccarr. 
ne ¥ 

PANCHO AND  PANCHITA. 
Mannix. net, $0.75. 

PAULINE ARCHER. 
net, $0.75. 

PERCY WYNN. Finn, S.J. net. 


$1. 

PERIL, OF DIONYSIO. Mannix. 
net, $0.75. 

ere ee DonneELLY. net, 


$1. 
PICKLE AND PEPPER. Dorsey. 
net, $1.75. 


SADLIER. 


PILGRIM FROM IRELAND. 
Carnot. net, $0.75. 

PLAYWATER teed THE. 
WAGGAMAN. 1.50. 

QUEEN’S EAGE, E. Hinx- 
son. net, $0. 

QUEEN’S PROMISE, THE. 
WAGGAMAN. $1. 

QUEST OF MARY ‘SELWYN. 


CLEMENTIA. net, $1.50. 
RACE FOR COPPER [SLAND. 
Spatpine, S.J. nes, $1.50. 
REARDON RAH! Hoxranp, Sie 


net, $1.50. 
RECRUIT TOMMY COLLINS. 
BoNneESTEEL. net, $0. 
ar ae era ay ‘Corus, S.J. 


$1. 
sANDY FOE, WacGAMAN. net, 
SCHOONER AHOY! McDonatp. 
seo GULL’S ROCK. Sanpeav. 


$0.75. 
SEVEN LITTLE MARSHALLS. 
Nrxon-Rovuiet. net, $0.75. 
ee eae LIFTED. Corus, S.J. 
nei 
SHERIFF OF THE BEECH 
Leite ae: Spatpine, S.J. net, 


$1. 
SHIPMATES WAGGAMAN. set, 


$1. 
SIGNALS FROM THE BAY 
TREE. Spaupine, S.J. net, 


$1.50. 

STRANDED ON LONG BAR. 
Spatpine, S.J. net, $1.50. 
STRONG ARM OF AVALON, 

WaGGAMAN. net, $1.50. 

SUGAR CAMP AND AFTER, 
Spatptne, S.J. met, $1.50. 
SUMMER’ AT WOODVILLE, 

Saviier. net, $0.75. 
SUNSHINE AND FRECKLES, 
Finn, S.J. net, $1.25. 
hoe Uns tad. THE. SADLIER. met, 


$1. 
TAMING os POLLY. Dorsey, 


net, . 

THAT FOOTBALL GAME, 
Finn, S.J. net, $1.25. 

mp Ge ute: BOY. Finn, S.J, 
n 

THREE GIRLS AND ESPE 
eae ONE. Taccarr. net, 


TOM LOSELY; BOY. Corus, 
S.J. net, $1.00. 
TOM PLAYFAIR. Finy, S.J 
» $1.25. 
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TOM’S LUCK-POT. Waccaman. 


net, es 

TRANSPLANTING OF TESSIE. 
WaAGGAMAN. net, 0. 

TREASURE OF NUGGET 
an TacGaRT. et, 


$1. 

TWO LITTLE GIRLS. Mack. 
net, $0.75. 

UNCLE FRANK’ a yea 
CLEMENTIA. net, $1.5 


UPS AND DOWNS OF MAR- 
JORIE. Waccaman. net, $0.75. 
Venger MAKER. Smiru. net, 
WHERE MONKEYS SWING. 
Boyton, S.J. net, $1.25. 
WINNETOU, THE APACHE 
KNIGHT. "TAGGART. net, $1.00. 
bie oa Boyron, S.J. net, 


VII. COLORED PICTURE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


CATHOLIC NURSERY 
RHYMES. Sr. Mary GERTRUDE, 
Retail, $0.25. 

LITTLE FLOWER’S LOVE FOR 
THE EUCHARIST. Sr 
ELeanore, C.S.C. net, $0.20. 

LITTLE FLOWER’S ety FOR 
HER PARENTS, Sr. M. Etea- 
norE, C.S.C. net, $0. a0 

MASS FOR eee ema THE. 
Ketty. List. $0.3 


M. WONDER’ DAYS. TaGGART. 


OUR FIRST cee NON 
Ketry. List, $0.3 
OUR SACRAMENTS. Key. 

List. $0. 


net, 
$0. 

WONDER GIFTS. Taccarr. net, 

ee ee TAGGART. 

WONDER STORY. Taccarr. net, 


VIII. NOVELS 


ISABEL C. CLARKE’S GREAT 
NOVE 


LS. 
A CASE OF CONSCIENCE. 
net, Sd Ata) $2. 


CASTLE “OFS SAN SALVO. 
SELMA. 
IT HAPPENED IN ROME. 
VILLA BY THE SEA, THE. 
CHILDREN OF THE 
SHADOW. 
VIOLA. HUDSON. 
ANNA NUGENT. 
CARINA. 
AUTOGRAPH FICTION 
LIBRARY. Each, net $1.75. 
AVERAGE CABINS. 
THE LIGHT ON THE LA- 


OON 
THE POTTER’S HOUSE. 
TRESSIDER’S SISTER. 
URSULA FINCH. 
THE ELSTONES. 
EUNICE 
LADY TRENT’S pees 
CHILDREN OF 
THE DEEP FEAR 
WHOSE NAME IS TLEGION. 
FINE CLAY 
PRISONER’S YEARS. 
THE REST HOUSE. 
ONLY ANNE 
THE SECRET CITADEL. 


BY THE BLUE RIVER. 
Saga NUGENT. Ciarke. net, 


$2. 
AVERAGE CABINS. 
net, 5 
BOY. ee Speckinc. net, $1.50. 
BUT THY LOVE AND THY 
GRACE. Finn. net, $1.25. 
ni aan eee RIVER. Cxarkz. 


» $1. 
CASI LE, THE, 


CLARKE. 


ne TAGGART. net, 
cARINA. CuarkeE. net, a 
CASE OF CONCCEN A. 


CLARKE, net 

CASTLE OF “SAN SALVO. 
CuaRKE. net, $2. 

CHILDREN oF THE SHADOW. 
CLARKE. 0. 

CHILDREN “OR EVE. Czxarxe, 


$1. 

CIRCUS. RIDER'S Dye 
BRAcCKEL. net, $1. 

CONNOR, DARCY'S STRUG- 
GLES. Berrnoups. net, $1.00. 

Vee ee THE. Cuarke. 
ne 

pENvs THE DE DREAMER, Hinx- 
SON. 

DION a PERE SIBYLS. 
Keon. 

ELSTONES, ie CrarkE. net, 


ii 


EUNICE. Crarxe. net, $1.75. 

FABIOLA. bEece ge Paper, 
$0.35; cloth, net, $1.0 

FABIOLA’S SIS TERS. * Crarxe. 


FALSE Ge GODS. Wr Scarier. 
ne 
PAGSTULA, AyYscouGH. 


$2. 
FINE °CLAY. CrarKE, net, $1.75. 
FOR eEatee FOR WORSE. 
Scott, S BE net, $1.75. 
FORGIVE AND FORGET. 
LINGEN. $1.0 
GRAPES ee PaNTORNS. Wacca- 


MAN. 
HEIRESS 6 "CRONENSTEIN, 
Hann-Haun. $1. 
HER JOURNEY'S ND “Cooxe. 
net, 
IDOLS; OR, THE SECRET OF 
THE RUE CHAUSSE D’AN- 
TIN. pve Navery. net, $1.00. 
IN ou : COUNTRY. ‘Boyton, 


S.J. 

IN Gop’s’ © boop TIME. Ross. 
net, $1.00. 

IN SPITE OF ALL. Sranrrortx. 
net, $1.00. 

IT HAPPENED IN ROME. 
Crarke. net, $2.00. 

KELLY. Scort, S.J. net, AY ees 

KIND -HEARTS acute CO 
NETS. Harrison. so 

LADY TRENT’S pAUGnTER 
CuarKE. net, $1. 

LIGHT OF axe nae da aka 
NANCE. Harr. net, $1. 
LIGHT ON THE LAGOON, 

THE. RKE. net, $1.7 
he Bay a jierCWANT. fe 


$1. 
MARCELIA’ GRACE, MuLHOoL 
LAND. net, $1. 
MARIQUITA. a vaance 


MIRAGE. Specxine. net, $1.50. 

MISS ERIN. Francis. net, $1.00. 

MISSY. Sprcxinc. net, $1.50. 

MONK’S Lanai THE. 
NAVERY. ee 

MY LADY, ‘BEA RICE. Cooxe. 
net, $1.00, 


net. 


net, 


DE 


Bore rae eae TaccarT. ¢€?, 
ONLY ANNE. C1rarkeE. net, 
PASSING SHADOWS. Yokrke. 


80. 
POTTER’ Ss BCU THE. 
CrarkeE. net, $1. 
oe PEARS. CLARKE. 


PROPHETS WIFE. 
net, 

REST HOUSE, THE. Czrarxe. 
net, $1.75. 

ROSE OF EK THE N WORLD. Maz- 
TIN. 

RUBY CROSS, THE. Wattace. 


$1. 
RULER ‘Ok THE KINGDOM. 


KEon. ,_ $1.50. 
SECRET "CLT AD Ete 
CLaRKE. 


VASE. Cooke. = $1.00. 
SELMA. CtrarkeE. $2.00. 
SHADOW OF EVERSLEIGH. 

LANSDOWNE. et, $1.0 
so aa BY FIRE. eel net, 


$1, 

TEMPEST OF THE HEART. 
Gray. nef, $1.00. 

cesT OF COURAGE. Ross. 


t, $1.00. 

TRESSIDER’S SISTER. Crarxe. 
net, $1.75. 

TURN OF ieee TIDE, THE. 
Gray. net, $1. 

UNBIDDEN GUEST, THE. 
Cooke. net, $1.00. 

UNDER THE CEDARS AND 
THE STARS. Canon SHEEHAN. 
net, $3.50. 

Ue FINCH. Czrarxe. net, 


VILLA BY THE SEA, THE. 
RKE. met, $2.00. 
BS ss HUDSON. CLARKE. net, 


WAY THAT LED Beyonce 
THE. Harrison. net, $1.0 

WHOSE NAME IS LEGION. 
Cuarke, wet, $1.75, 


Browne. 


19 





| a 
ae Ma 


atl 
yor 


pee 


ase 


ah A ‘tae 
at 8 


oan bh %) a - 
rs hee ; pe ie - ¥ 7 





B1601 M3 
arle Paula, Siste 
__ God s mother wee 


BT Marie Paula, Sister, b. 1867. 
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